
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

March  Calendar of Events 
Following are events that all Countryside families 
are invited to participate in and attend.  These 
events are a way to promote your child’s educa-
tional experience, foster a strong Countryside com-
munity and enhance your family life. 
 
March 2, 6:30 pm 
Annual Fundraiser, Marriott Hotel, Prairie Stone 

March 6, 9:15 am 
Coffee with Christy Newhouse, Multipurpose Room 

March 9 
Conferences, No school 

March 11 
Daylight Savings Time begins, Set Clocks Ahead 

March 12-16 
ISAT Testing 

March 13, 7:00 pm 
CUSD 220 Board Meeting, BHS 

March 14, 10:00 am 
PTO Meeting, Multipurpose Room 

March 26-30 
Spring Break 

Dear Families, 

 

Believe it or not, it’s already time for the staff at Coun-
tryside to start planning for the 2007 – 08 school year.  
I’m sure parents may be wondering how the “new” 
principal plans to place students in classrooms and if 
they can make requests to have their children placed 
in particular classrooms.   I want to take this opportu-
nity to let you know how I see the process working 
this year. 

 

As in the past, teachers at each grade level will be 
asked to develop tentative classroom lists for the 2007 
- 2008 school year.  Teachers who have spent time 
working with students usually have excellent insights 
into how children should be grouped.  Our goal is to 
create a varied mix of students with a range of ability 
levels represented in each classroom.  The principal 
makes the final assignment of students and teachers 
to classrooms. 

 

We recognize that parents also have good insights into 
how their children learn.  If you would like to request 
that certain information be considered in assigning a 
placement, please put that information in writing to 
me.  The most helpful comments speak to specific in-
sights you have about your child as a learner. 

 
Please do not request a specific teacher.  Fre-
quently teacher assignments change, and if you have 
requested a specific teacher, and then that teacher is 
not available at that grade, I will have a dilemma in 
terms of placement.  Please limit your requests to 
those that relate to your child’s unique learning style 
and needs.  The letters are kept confidential and only 
read by me.  I will then pass on to the teachers the 
pertinent information shared by parents related to  

(Continued on page 11) 

From Countryside’s Principal, 
Christy Newhouse 
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KUDOS KORNER 
The Countryside PTO could not serve the students and families of our school without 
the many contributions of its volunteers.  In this feature, we would like to thank some 
of our great volunteers! 
 
Once again, we appreciate the coordinated efforts of Ann Messer, Cheryl Finger-
man and Anne Slowik who put together the Enrichment Program.  Many thanks also 
go to all of the instructors: 

Mr. Domanico (Computer Music Recording) 
Annamaria Iacullo and Cheryl Fingerman (Charlie, Chocolate and YOU!) 
Ralph Kunzmann and LaCrosse America (LaCrosse) 

Brian Jenkins and Helen Sheyka (Basketball)  
Beth May (Beginner’s Knitting) 

Mary Jo Kunzmann (Volleyball) 
Anne Slowik and Janet Bresch (Beading) 
Mrs. Dato (Lincoln Logs and Math Games) 

Dale Jeffernbruch (Beginning Hula Dance) 
Barrington High School Orchesis (Shall We Dance I, II) 

Diane Taglienti (Decoupage) 
Rebecca Suerth, Samantha Simon, Laura Ann Hayden (Art) 

Ms. McNamara, Ms. Brandenburg, Mrs. Newhouse (Sign Language) 
Hollie Free (Gamer’s Club) 

Vicki Huff and Doreen Thomas (Squeaks and Pops) 
Alicia and Amanda Fritz (Fun with Spanish) 

Leslie Conduitt (The Cat in the Hat Didn’t Tell Me That!) 
Pam and Dave Conroy (Discover the World Beyond Countryside) 

Tammy Brewer (Ready…Set…Create) 
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Do you have some spare space in 
your barn, garage or basement? 

 

The Countryside PTO is hoping you can help us.  
The racks that are used during the annual Ms. Fitz 
Rummage Sale need to be stored during the year 
when not in use.  Do you have some spare storage 
room available to store these racks?  They take up 
about half of a horse stall in a barn.  We are trying to 
store them with a Countryside family so we don’t 
have to pay storage fees at a rental facility. 

 

If so, please call Mary Jo Kunzmann, 516 2958. 

 

Countryside Wildcats 

Kindergarten Registration, 
April 23, 2007 

Registration for incoming kindergarteners for 
the upcoming school year 2007-08 will take 
place at Countryside on April 23.   

 

If you have preschoolers who are ready to en-
ter Kindergarten, please make a note of this 
date.  Also, please inform neighbors, espe-
cially if they don’t have school-aged children 
currently enrolled at Countryside. 



  

 

The Barrington Area Art Show needs You! 
 
 

The Barrington Area Art Show will be displaying artwork from local school children 
at the Ice House Mall during the last two weeks of April.  Countryside Art Teacher 
Kathy Martin would like some helpers to get artwork ready for display.  In addition, she 
is looking for willing volunteers to hang the artwork on April 12 and April 13.   

 
Many hands make light work! 

 

Contact Countryside Art Teacher Kathy Martin if you 
are interested in helping. 

Dear Countryside Families, 

 

With spring break only weeks 
away, our minds may drift to 
warm, sandy beaches or snow-
packed ski slopes but our students 
are miles from vacation mode.  
Our principal, Christy Newhouse 
reminded us at the last PTO meet-
ing, that the students are in the 
thick of it when it comes to class-

room curriculum.  Report cards 
come home on March 2.  Teacher 
conferences take place the follow-
ing week.  Our students are gear-
ing up for the ISAT tests for March 
12-16.  Lots of good old-fashioned 
learning is happening and it’s ex-
citing to see their enthusiasm as 
they discover more and more 
about their world. 

 

March is also an important month 
for the PTO.  Our Nominating 
Committee will send home flyers 
shortly inviting any willing volun-
teer to step forward for the up-
coming 2007-08 school year 
events and committees.  There are 
many wonderful ways to make a 
difference in our Countryside com-
munity, both large and small.  No 

experience is required, we’re just 
looking for friendly people willing 
to pitch in.  Please take some time 
to consider helping out; you will 
be welcomed and appreciated. 

 

Once again, we look forward to 
seeing you at the annual fund-
raiser, “Magical Mystery Tour” on 
Friday, March 2.  The night will be 
filled with excitement, entertain-
ment and beautiful silent and live 
auction baskets and items.  You’ll 
be happy you attended! 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Mary Jo Kunzmann 

PTO President 

PTO President’s Letter 
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Welcome to Coffee with Christy 
 

You are cordially invited to attend an informal gathering with our principal, 
Christy Newhouse.  Mrs. Newhouse would like to get to know more Countryside 
families and is hoping you will attend a one-hour coffee with her.  This month, 
Christy will go over neat things to do with your kids over the summer.  This will 
be beneficial for new families in the area and all families looking for new things 
to do in the area.  Plus, there will be a time for questions/answers for any Coun-
tryside happenings and 220 District news. 

 

Topic:  Things to Do with your Kids over the Summer 

 

Date:  Tuesday, March 6 

Time:  9:15-10:15 am 

Location:  Multipurpose Room 
 

Refreshments will be served.  Babysitting will be provided. 

Countryside Wildcats 

The District 220 PTO Presidents’ Council  
Invites the community to attend a 

School Board Candidates Forum at the Barrington Area Library 
On Wednesday, April 4th Beginning at 9:30 A.M. 

 
Did you know there are eight school board candidates?  Do you know how they feel about topics such as 
the district’s need for more classroom space?  For answers to these and other questions, join us for what 
is sure to be an informative morning.  Candidates will have a chance to tell us about themselves and an-
swer questions, so plan on attending in order to make an informed decision when you place your VOTE 
on April 17th. 

 

Hold the Date!!! 
 

Enjoy a fun Family Night out at the 
Wolves Hockey Game 

 
On Sunday, April 15 for a 5pm start time 

$17 for each ticket 
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Submissions for the Countryside PTO Newsletter  
are due by the 20th of  each month. 

Please email to: 
Purnima Bhogaraju at pub8@hotmail.com 

(847) 428-5230 

Inspiring all learners to achieve excellence 

Dear Countryside Parents, 
 
Countryside PTO is looking for volunteers to fill PTO positions for the 2007-2008 
school year and there are many opportunities for you to become involved.  As you 
probably know, PTO stands for Parent-Teacher Organization.  Countryside PTO is an or-
ganization of parents dedicated to enriching the experience of students at Countryside 
School.  
 
There are a variety of opportunities for parents to make a contribution as a volunteer to 
our school.  The PTO positions described on the attached pages outline the opportuni-
ties for volunteers.  Our aim is to find ways for parents to become involved – either in-
side or out of the classroom, during the daytime or at night.  No amount of time is too 
small.  Volunteering is an excellent way to meet new people, have fun, and be a part of 
the tradition of making Countryside a special place for our children.  
 
Whether you are interested in chairing a PTO board position or contributing as a mem-
ber of a committee, please complete the attached form and return it to school by Friday, 
March 16.  You only need to return one form per family.  The nominating committee 
will be contacting volunteers once the nomination process is complete. 
 
Thank you for volunteering your time to the PTO.  Each and every parent can make a 
unique and lasting contribution to the students of Countryside School.  
  
If you have any questions about the PTO positions, please contact one of the chairper-
sons of the nominating committee:  
 
Amy Hoffmann (847-387-3247), Annamaria Iacullo (847-842-0622), Stacey Lidbury (847-
381-0662), Tod Snyder-Grube (847-304-1454), Doreen Thomas (847-304-1413) 
 

 

Please see Pages 6 and 7 for a list of PTO  
Volunteer Positions and for the Volunteer Form. 
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Countryside PTO Positions for  
2007-2008 School Year 

Executive Board Positions 
President 

 

Vice President of Fundraising 

 

Vice President of Standing Committees 

 

Vice President of Membership & Special Committees 

 

Secretary 

 

Treasurer 

 

PTO Positions 
Note:  All Board Position Chairpersons (or one Co-Chair) are requested to attend monthly PTO General meetings 
during the time of year their Committee is active.  If unable to attend, information should be provided to the Ex-
ecutive Board member in charge of that Committee.  Positions noted as Coordinator are not PTO Board positions, 
though meeting attendance is encouraged. 

Standing Committees: 
 

Art Awareness Chairperson  

Assistant Treasurer 

Beautification Coordinator 
Character Counts Chairperson 

Cultural Arts Chairperson 
Display Case Coordinator 

Environmental Coordinator  
Grants Coordinator 

Hearts & Flowers Coordinator 

Hospitality Chairperson  

Memory Garden Coordinator  
Newsletter Editor  
Nominating Committee  

Public Relations Chairperson 
Room Parent Coordinator 
School Board Liaison 

School Safety Coordinator 

School Packs Coordinator 

Yearbook Coordinator 

Fundraising Committees: 
 
Ancillary Fundraising Chairperson 

Annual Dinner Dance Chairperson 

Book Fair Chairperson 

Food Label Coordinator 

Ms. Fitz Sale Chairperson 

Spirit Sales Coordinator 

Wrapping Paper Coordinator 

 

Special Committees: 
 

Back to School Barbeque 

Family Dance Chairperson 

Field Day Coordinator 

Fifth Grade Recognition Coordinator 

Holiday Store Coordinator 

Enrichment Program Chairperson 

New Family Welcoming Coordinator 
Reading Incentive Program Chair-
person 
Red Ribbon Week Chairperson  
Visiting Author Coordinator 

For a detailed description of all the 
PTO Volunteer Positions that are 
listed here, please visit the PTO 
website at www.countrysidepto.com 

 

In addition, a list of these Volunteer 
Positions along with their descrip-
tions will be sent home in backpacks 
shortly.   



  

 

 
2007-2008 Countryside PTO Volunteer Form 

Please return completed form to Countryside School by March 16 
 
Name: _________________________________________________________________  

Telephone Number: _________________________________________________________________  

Email Address: _________________________________________________________________  

PTO Position Choices 
 1st choice: __________________________________________________  

 2nd choice: __________________________________________________  

 3rd choice: __________________________________________________  

 
Committee Volunteer Choices:  
(You may volunteer to help on as many committees as you wish.) 
......................................................................................................................................................................................  
 
Every PTO position is open and available, and will be filled at the discretion of the Nominating Committee. Existing 
chairpersons may reapply for their present position, which can be held for a second year or longer if slated by the 
Nominating Committee.  
 
Also, if you are interested in a PTO position and wish to co-chair with a specific person you may make note of 
this next to your position choices above. 
 
If you are not elected as a chairperson or co-chairperson, are you interested in serving on the committee as a  
volunteer? 

Yes      No  If yes, which committee(s)? __________________________________________________  
 
Current PTO Board Members/Committee Chairpersons, please complete the following: 
I am interested in continuing in my present position for the 2nd year, at the discretion of the nominating committee, or 
an additional year if no one volunteers to become chairperson:  

Yes      No  Present position: ___________________________________________________________  

I am interested in recommending the following individual(s) for consideration in a specific PTO position: 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________  
(Name/Position)  
 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________  
(Name/Position)  
 
If you have any questions, please contact a member of the PTO Nominating Committee:  

Amy Hoffman (847-387-3247) Annamaria Iacullo (847-842-0622) Stacey Lidbury (381-0662)  

Tod Snyder-Grube (847-304-1454) Doreen Thomas (847-304-1413). 
 

The PTO thanks you for volunteering your time to the students of Countryside!  
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PTO Meeting Minutes ~ February 14, 2007  
1. President’s Report:  Mary Jo Kunzmann 

opened the meeting at 10:05am with 10 peo-
ple in attendance. 

A. Candidates Forum will be held at the Bar-
rington Area Library Wednesday April 4th in 
the morning. There are 8 candidates for the 
220 School Board Election including  4 in-
cumbents.  Election day is April 17th. 

B. CERT Training (Community Emergency 
Response Team) is March 9-11.   Questions, 
call Dan Link, 382 8220. 

2. Secretary’s Report:  Christine Trzaska   
A. January 2007 Minutes were approved by Liz 

Molli and seconded by Julie Adams. 
B. Treasurer’s Report:  Annamaria Iacullo 
C. The Budget was presented and approved by 

Liz Molli and seconded by Julie Adams. 
3. VP Fundraising:  Renee Kelsch 
A. Annual Dinner Fundraiser Update- Magi-

cal Mystery Tour March 2.  Plans are going 
great with fun and exciting auction items 
coming in.  It’s not too late to RSVP. 

B. Storage Racks for Ms. Fitz need to find a 
new place to be stored.   If you would be will-
ing to store them, call Mary Jo Kunzmann, 
516 2958.  They take up about ½ of a horse 
stall! 

4. VP Standing Committees:  Doreen Thomas 
A. School Board Updates April 17 Referendum 

will be for the Early Childhood Facility and 
High School Stadium. 

B. The Nominating Committee is looking for 
volunteers for the 2007-08 committees and 
chairpeople for our PTO events.  Look for fly-
ers to come home soon.  The slate will be pre-
sented at the April PTO Meeting. 

5. VP Special Committees:  Stacey Lidbury 
A. Reading Incentive Program has begun the 

second half of the program.  Those who com-
plete the program will be able to select their 
own reward certificates including bowling, 
roller skating, movie, and rock climbing. 

B. Enrichment Program is in full swing on every 
Tuesday of February and is going great. The 
children seem to be enjoying the programs of 
their choice. 

C. Family Dance was a huge success with fun had 
by all. A big Thanks to Jennifer Muscarello and 
Annamaria Iacullo. 

D. Visiting Author is Raffi Martin on April 19th.  
Questions, call Cheryl Fingerman. 

E. Field Day will be May 31st.  Volunteers please 
contact Stan Arledge. 

6. Principal’s  Report:  Christy Newhouse 
A. Coffee with Christy will be March 6th at 9:00 

am in the Multipurpose Room.  All are welcome.  
B. Staff Walkie Talkies were distributed and a big 

thanks to the PTO. 
C. Kindergarten Registration will be April 23rd.  

Please tell your neighbors! 
 
Motion to adjourn made at 10:47 by Liz Molli and 
Seconded by Julie Adams. Motion carried. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Christine Trzaska 
Secretary 
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MS. FITZ NEEDS YOU!!!  We are seeking vol-
unteers for the Ms. Fitz Rummage Sale.  If you 
can help with any of the following jobs, please 
contact us and we’ll put you to work! 

To volunteer for any of these positions, please call on the committee chairs: 
Nicole Jacobsen 516-5891 

Michelle Wight (Advertising) 381-7993 
Judy Grubbe (Bake Sale) 381-3237 

AnnaMaria Iacullo (Cashiers) 842-0622 

All Departments Need More Volunteers! 
 
Department Heads  
Boutique—Amy Hoffmann, Lisa Gabriel, Jacki Balla 

Clothing—Carol Hinkle, Stacey Lidbury 

Toys—Cheryl Fingerman and Anne Slowik   

Books—Helen Sheyka 

Housewares— Linda Huesing 

Linens & Seasonal—Open 

Sports—Doreen Thomas  
Baby— Open 

Electronics— Open  

Cashiers—AnnaMaria Iacullo- Additonal volunteers 
needed 

Bake Sale—Judy Grubbe—Additional volunteers 
welcome  

Donation Pick-Up—Harry Hoffmann, Todd 
Jacobsen 

Security for day of sale -Volunteers needed  

2007 Ms. Fitz Sale Schedule 
 

Set-Up Week: 
April 21st-April 25th 
Thursday, April 26: 
Ms. Fitz Worker Sale 6pm-7pm 
Friday, April 27: 
8am, Teachers shop for classrooms 
9am-3pm, Kids sale and bake sale 
6pm-7pm, Countryside Families & Dis-
trict 220 Employees sale 
Saturday, April 28: 
8am-4pm, Public Sale 
2:00 pm, Bag Sale 
 

Lots of general help will be needed for set-up and cleanup and on the days of the sale!  
Anyone who works four or more hours prior to the Worker’s Sale is eligible to attend 
the “workers only” preview sale!! 

Watch for sign up sheets in April. 
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5th Grade Parents! 

Both Station and Prairie Middle School PTOs are looking for volunteers for next year. 

 

ATTENTION STATION PARENTS! 
Station PTO is currently filling positions for the 2007-08 school 
year and would love to have you join us! 
 
Are you interested in working with the PTO next year?  We welcome your volunteer support!  If you are interested in chairing a 
committee or would like more information, please contact Jennifer Lekai at (847) 842-8360 or Lekai@aol.com or Lori Miller at 
(847) 382-0777 or garymillerfamily@sbcglobal.net.  Below is a list of all PTO committees.  Come join us! 

 
 
 

• Book Fair  

• Ecology & Grounds 

• Eighth Grade Video 

• Fine Arts Liaison 

• Hospitality 

• Newsletter 

• Newsletter Mailing 

• Nominating 

• No Stress Fundraiser 

• Picture Day 

• Programs 

• Publicity 

• School Board Rep 

• School Packs 

• Ski Club 

• Snowflake 

• Staff Appreciation 

• Student Directory 

• Student Social 

• Sweat Sales 

• Volunteer Coordinator 

• Welcoming 
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Let’s keep collecting BOX TOPS! 

 
The Box Tops for Education Program is an easy way to earn money for our school.  It’s 
as simple as clipping and turning in Box Tops from many products that you already 
buy such as Cheerios, Fruit Roll-Ups, and Go-Gurt.  Each box top is worth 10 cents to 

Countryside School.  Please send in all collected box tops in an envelope or zip loc bag 
with your child. 

 

In fact, sending in the box tops on your child’s Library Check-Out Day makes it simple 
for everyone! 

Thanks for your support and keep on saving those box tops! 

 

PLEASE NOTE: THE COLLECTION BOX IS ON THE LIBRARY COMPUTER TABLE. 

(continued from page 1) 

each child’s learning style.  Letters 
will be discarded after August, 
2007. 

 

All requests must be received in 
the Office by Wednesday, March 
21.  Letters cannot be accepted 
after that date.   All requests will 
be date stamped when they arrive 
in the Office.  I feel that we have 
an excellent staff, and so it is our 
hope that you will trust our exper-
tise with the input from your 
child’s current teacher to deter-
mine the best placement for your 
child for the 2007 - 08 school year.  
The group of students in a class-
room and how they interact is of-
ten the most important variable in 
determining the kind of experience 
students will have. 

 

If you choose to write a letter, 
please include the following infor-

mation: the student’s name, the 
current teacher’s name, the 2007 - 
08 grade level, and the specific 
reasons for your request.  If you 
are writing about more than 
one child, please send a sepa-
rate letter for each child. 
 
Sincerely, 

Christy Newhouse 

 

2007 ISAT Testing at 
Countryside 

Students in grades 3 - 5 will be 
participating in the state-required 
assessments during the weeks of 
March 12th -23rd, 2007.  Students 
in grades 3 will be tested in read-
ing and mathematics.  Students in 
4th grade will be assessed in read-
ing, mathematics, and science. 
Students in grade 5 will be tested 
in reading, mathematics, and writ-
ing.  These tests are a part of the 

Illinois Standard Achievement Test 
(ISAT), and are given to all eligible 
students across the state at this 
time.  You will receive information 
about your child’s performance on 
the state test in the fall.  Addition-
ally, the building results of this 
assessment will be reported on the 
School Report Card and on the 
school website in the fall.  We will 
review these results along with 
information from our local assess-
ments to help us with our school 
improvement planning.    

 

For more information on ISAT test-
ing and to see an sample test 
items, go to the website at 
www.isbe.net/assessment  

 

Parents of students being tested 
will be receiving more information 
with the specific testing schedule 
for their child(ren)'s particular 
grade level. 



  

 

 

Target Stores throughout the USA are offering 
a fabulous fundraising opportunity for Coun-
tryside school. All you need to do is charge 
your Target purchase on your Target guest card 
or your Target Visa card.  Target will donate 
1% of your purchases to Countryside!  1/2 % 
of your Target Visa purchases made every-
where else will also be donated to Country-
side.  

If you do not have a Target guest card, 
you can sign up for one at any Target store and 
designate Countryside to receive the donation 
(Countryside #45138).  As a thank you for 
signing up Target will give you 10%  off your 
first charge card purchase.   

If you already have a Target guest card 
or a Target Visa Card, either call the Target 
Educational Hotline at (800)316-6142 to en-
roll your card, or register on-line at 
www.target.com.  Go to “Store Services” , 
then to “Community Giving” and click on 
“Take Charge of Education”.  Note this must 
be done before charging any items to your 
card. 

If you have grandparents, aunts and uncles, 
etc. anywhere in the USA, they can also desig-
nate Countryside as the beneficiary of their 
purchases.  It is a great way for out of town 
families to help us raise money for our school, 
and it’s easy to do. 

 

Questions?  Please contact:  
Call Purnima Bhogaraju 

(847) 428-5230 

 

TARGET 
 

The Canterbury Shoppe 

 

The Canterbury Shoppe in 
the Barrington Ice House 
Mall has agreed to return 
10% of your purchases in a 
dedicated donation back 
to the Countryside PTO.  
This is a year-round pro-
motion, so you can earn 
money for our school at 

any time. 

 
Bring a friend and your 
shopping list, and be sure 
to mention Countryside 

when you shop.  
 

That’s all there is to help-
ing out our school at the 
same time that you treat 
yourself and your friends 

to the Canterbury Shoppe’s 
unique gift selection.  

  
Support Countryside PTO 
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