
Octagon House letters 

Hawleys leave their mark on Barrington 
B BARBARA BENSON 
(This is the sixth article in a continuing series.) 
When in 1835, Emaline Hawley Brown's 
grandfather, Philip Hawley, came from 
Amherst, Mass., to settle in Section 12 of 
Barrington Township, he was 55 years old 
and had fathered 12 children. The younger 
ones came with Phillip and his wife 
Rocksa Dickinson in 1835, the older ones 
all moved here, but at different times, and 
with their own families. Emaline's father 
William Hawley, the fourth oldest, born in 
1808, came with his wife Harriet Goodale 
in 1846. Emaline was 14 at the time, and 
was the oldest of six children whose names 
appear on William and Harriet's 
genealogy. 

The number of brothers and sisters to 
Phillip Hawley has not been recorded 
locally. except for one, Zebina, Sr. 
Amherst Historical Society genealogies 
indicate that he married Martha Kellogg, 
and they also had a large family, nine 
children, several of whom came to 
Barrington. The best known were Zebina, 
Jr. and Austen, who came here in the mid 
1850's. The two brothers acquired most of 
the property on both sides of Main Street 
running east from North Avenue and St. 
Paul's Church to the area of St. Paul's 
Cemetery and Kainer Avenue. Zebina and 
Betsy Hawley were among the early 
members of the Barrington Station 
( Village) Baptist congregation and 
charter members of the new church built 
in 1859, when Baptists from Barrington 
('enter South Church, and Barrington 
Station united into a single congregation. 
This is now the Community Church of 
Barrington, and celebrating the 135th 
anniversary of the congregations' 
beginning in 1847. 

Three Hawley daughters 
created quite a swath 
through town when they 
persuaded their husbands to 
build, side by side, three of 
the most elegant houses in 
late Victorian Barrington. The 
houses are at 208, 216 and 226 
West Lake Street. 

Zebina and Betsy Hawley had six 
daughters, and in the early 1890's, three of 
them created quite a swath through town 
when they persuaded their respective 
husbands to build them, side by side, three 
of the most elegant houses in late Victorian 
Barrington. The houses are there today, 
the Victorian gothic "twins" at 208 and 216 
Lake Street, and the Queen Anne at 226. 
The ladies were Ellen Higley, Eliza 
Loomis, and Julia Freeman. Another 
(laughter, Jane, married her second cousin 
Woodbridge Hawley, who was 19 years her 
senior. 

Austen Hawley, father of Joseph 
Brown's first wife, Laura Ann, had seven 
children who survived from infancy ( four 
others died as babies), and of the seven, 
six were girls, so that the Hawley name 
was virtually lost from this branch of the 
family in Barrington. The names of Zebina 
and Austen do not appear with any 
prominence in village affairs, but the 
children of Phillip and Rocksa were active 
in Barrington Township from the earliest 
days of its settlement. The Phillip Hawley 
family was probably among the first five 
to settle in the township, and in 1840 Phillip 
was one of the first trustees when the 
township incorporated into a school 
district. 

Phillip's son William was a road 
commissioner for Barrington Township, 
and William's brother Charles B. Hawley 
was a town clerk and overseer of the poor. 
Woodbridge Hawley, another brother, was 
a township supervisor, and also later a 
village trustee, and Edward, yet another 
son of Phillip, was the first township  

assessor in 1850. Other Hawleys who were 
active in township and village government 
included Fred Hawley, Emaline Brown's 
brother, who was township clerk in 1877-
1878, and village president 1894-1896. 
Woodbridge's son Charles P. Hawley was 
also township clerk between 1879-1883. 
Hylan Hawley, son of Edward, was a 
constable in 1883. 

Franklin and Hiram Hawley, ".both 
brothers of Emaline Brown, enlisted at 
Barrington Center Church to serve in the 
Civil War. Their names are recorded in the 
Memorial Tablet at the side of the Church 
on Sutton Road, included among all of the 
others who signed up there to fight. Hiram 
was killed in Mississippi in 1863. An earlier 
Hiram, son of Phillip, did not stay in the 
Barrington area, went on further west and 
was reputedly killed by Indians. 

Frank Hawley 

By far the largest landowners were 
Phillip, and his sons, William, Woodbridge 
and Charles B. Hawley. Quit claim deeds, 
deeds of transfer, and mortgage papers of 
these family members are in the 
collections of the Barrington Historical 
Museum, and the parcels usually 
comprised 40 to 80 acres, including 
property in sections adjacent to the 
growing Village of Barrington Station. 

They owned a racetrack 
right here in Barrington in an 
area bounded by Hough 
Street, Dundee Avenue, 
Hillside Avenue and 
Monument Avenue. 

Second and third generation Hawley 
men in the area were involved in business 
and commerce, including the ever 
changing partnerships which operated the 
general stores in the village. Edgar 
Hawley, a grandson of Phillip through 
George Hawley, probably owned the first 
livery stable on East Station Street. 
Charles B. Hawley was at some point in 
the 1870's a partner with Ansel Townsend 
and John Plagge in the general 
merchandise store which stood at the 
corner of South Cook and Park Avenue, 
where the First National Bank is presently 
located. The racing business attracted 
Phillip and Frank Hawley, also grandsons 
of Phillip through Henry James Hawley. 
They owned a racetrack right here in 
Barrington in an area bounded by Hough 
Street, Dundee Avenue, Hillside Avenue 
and Monument Avenue. The Grandstand 
for what may have been a 1 /4 mile track 
was west of Hough Street, just south of the 
present Barrington Township office. The 
Hawley brothers bred several fine  

racehorses, and on Jan. 4, 1890, the 
Barrington Review reported that they had 
turned down an offer of $10,000 for their 
stallion Boaz. Frank Hawley was the 
father of Floyd, who with his wife 
Elizabeth, was the last Hawley owner of 
the Octagon House. The racetrack 
probably existed from about 1890 to the 
early 1900s, no specific dates have been 
found. 

Many of the names mentioned in 
Emaline's and Hattie's letters are 
therefore Hawley cousins, but the 
commentaries on their activities come 
across in the correspondence more as 
observations about friends and 
acquaintances rather than being 
influenced by any great familial sense. In 
writing to the daughter she missed so 
much, Emaline is unaffectedly honest 

Susan Hawley 

about life around her, revealing a shrewd 
and occasionally acerbic view of 
everyone's foibles but swift to be 
complimentary, too. Her turns of phrase 
can raise a chuckle over the years such as 
this 1891 note about a niece: 

"Florence Sizer and Mr. Flint are to be 
married the 24th day of this month. She 
will live at Galena, Flint is mail agent on a 
train, he leaves there at 8 o'clock in the 
morning and gets back at eight in the 
evening, they will board. So you see 
Florence is going to play lady. Well we 
can't all be pigs as the old pig told her little 
ones". 

And in the same letter: 

"Sunday, Preacher Henry and Cora 
Higley were sauntering around their yard, 
it looked quite lovering. I think he means 
business. He is an old Bach and his face 
red as a beet, I should think he would 
weigh over two hundred, but he is called a 
very nice man". 

"Em Comstock says that 
when these old bachelors 
get to sparking they really 
mean business." 

Cora Higley was the daughter of Levi 
and Ellen Higley of 216 W. Lake St., and 
her romance with the Baptist Minister Mr. 
Henry must have been nervewracking, 
because if Emaline was any standard, 
"everyone" had an eye on them. 

"I wish you could have seen Cora and the 
Minister last Sunday, they were out in the 
yard and when they went to the house he 
put his arm around her. Lucy Freeman 
and I were over to Higleys the other day 
and Lucy said something about fetching a  

fellow to see Cora, and I said, if you do the 
minister will be sailing around here, then 
Cora and Ellen looked at each other too 
funny for anything, and Ellen spoke up and 
said, the minister comes to see me, and 
Lucy said, why don't he stay in the house 
with you then, and we rather had the start 
of Ellen. I hear that Higley's folks are 
delighted. Lu Austin sputters about it, and 
so does Ariette, but I rather a daughter of 
mine would many Mr. Henry than Carl 
Meyer". 

In the same letter, 

"I heard the Baptist Minister had given 
Cora a string of gold beads. Em Comstock 
says that when these old bachelors get to 
sparking they really mean business". 

After the birth of her first grandchild, 
Emaline becomes very "baby aware" and 
often gives the impression that she is 
making comparisons about all the other 
babies against "Little Arthur". Joseph 
Arthur Nightingale was born in Fairmont, 
Minn. on April 22, 1891, and he lived there 
until his death on Feb. 10, 1976. His widow 
Mildred, still survives him in Fairmont. 
Emaline was present at his birth. She had 
travelled from Barrington on April 10, to 
be with Laura, and stayed there until the 
end of the month. How the news of the birth 
was received in Barrington is only known 
through a rare letter of Joseph Brown to 
his wife. Started on April 20, it continued 
for several days like a diary, with precise 
notations of the weather and temperature, 
and a record of every activity of Joe and 
Hattie. The news came from Fairmont on 
the 25th. 

"Got your letter tonight, was glad to 
hear from you. Hatty is clear off on that 
baby boy. She said A Boy and Such a little 
Snip, she said if she could not do better 
than that she would not try. She said if it 
had been a girl it would do. She is all broke 
up because it is a boy. Now don't go and 
name it Jo, or Jim, or Nicodemus. I hope 
you will get along well, you must be very 
careful, and not get cold. I expect I shall 
have to walk with a cane now as I am 
Grandpa. Hatty sais only think I am Aunty 
she sais she is way up in the world now". 

Hattie kept up the correspondence to 
Fairmont while her mother was there, 
with her usual prattle about neighbors, 
school, and her growing feelings for Ren 
Porter, but she was curiously reticent 
about the arrival of her nephew, and in 
fact behaved as if she wished the birth had 
never happened. Even while her mother 
was still in Minnesota she wrote, 

"Dear Sister, I am so glad you are able 
to be up again, I could not help dreading it 
for you. I am not at all anxious to see it, 
until it bleaches out, but I would so like to 
see you". 

On May 16, the only remark was, 

"I think Joseph Arthur is a good name, 
and call it Arthur". Also, "Pa has'nt 
treated that I know of. I guess he and I 
don't feel so much like treating as you and 
ma do. I wish I was delighted over its 
arrival but if anyone offers me a remark 
about it, I treat them to a pretty short 
answer. Ren had the cheek to tell me He 
should think I would be proud to be Auntie! 
Well I don't like it, but I suppose you do, so 
I'll try to think its all right". 

For a long time, Hattie maintained an 
indifference to her nephew, which was 
only slowly reconciled by the interest of 
Ren Porter in the baby, and his 
assumption of an avuncular role towards 
the child in Minnesota. By the autumn of 
1891 Hattie had decided to give up teaching 
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