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The diagram shows the northeast corner of Hough and M n streets in 1890 when the Bennett Hotel 
caught on fire. The photograph is of the same corner and Aq taken in the early 19005. The vacant lot in 
the center of the block is where the Schaede Harness shop v s torn down to prevent the hotel fire from 
spreading eastward. 

Octagon House letters 

Fires kept changing Barrington's downtown 
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By BARBARA BENSON 
( This is the tenth article in a continuing 
series based on the collection of letters 
written by Emaline Hawley Brown and her 
daughter Hattie Brown Porter from 
Barrington's Octagon House between 1889 
and 1904. ) 

While perhaps not directly attributable 
to the 1893 World's Fair, nonetheless, the 
years before and after saw an increase in 
building and commercial activity in the 
center of Barrington. In 1892, a second 
railroad track was added to the Chicago 
and North Western line. Emaline Brown 
noted in a letter to her daughter Laura that 
two boarding houses were being specially 
built for the 80 or so men who would work 
on laying the track, because there wasn't a 
boarding room left in the village. A lot of 
homeowners with larger houses were 
renting out rooms, even the Crabtrees next 
door were renting a parlor, a bedroom, 
and use of the summer kitchen to a 
newlywed couple. Since Roxanna Crabtree 
was in poor health, this also served the 
purpose of getting some of her housework 
done, although Emaline felt that the rent 
at $6 a week was scandalously high when 
the tenant was also helping with the 
housework ! 

Changing downtown 
Some downtown building that took place 

in the 1890's was simply to replace earlier 
structures destroyed by fire, which when it 
struck, usually spread quickly through the 
frame buildings. Some of the older brick 
buildings in the business district date from 
this period, brick was hardly used in 
construction around Barrington before 
that time. Perhaps the most "heroic" fire 
story is the one that survives from the 
night of March 13, 1890. A fire began, 
probably in the Bennett Hotel, where one 
man was killed, and began spreading east 
along the block of homes and businesses 
which then compromised North Railroad 
Street at the angle of Main and North Cook 
Streets. ( Skokie Federal Savings is there 
now. ) An attempt had already been made 
to stop the fire by attaching a four-inch 
rope to the engine of the midnight train, 
which, after the rope was then tied around 
William Hill's house in the middle of the 
block, eased forward along the tracks to 
try and pull the house down. When this 
wasn't successful, the fire fighters moved 
east to the harness shop of Emil Schaede 
and tore down the building so that the fire 
was contained. 

But this wasn't the only downtown 
conflagration of note in those years. In a 
letter of May 10, 1893, Emaline wrote to 
her daughter Laura Nightingale: 

We had a fire in town yesterday, the 
warehouse up on the hill by Shubel 
Kingsley's caught fire, from the engine it 
is supposed and burned to the ground. The 
men did not try much to save it, but had to 
work hard to save the buildings near it, if it 
had got into the block where Stott's store 1.5 
it would have destroyed half the town, 
there was a man or two on every roof 
around there watching and putting out 
sparks. There was not much in the 
warehouse as it was going to be moved 
soon, they are going to lay another track 
along there this summer. 

The warehouse was located at the south 
end of Railroad Street ( now Park Avenue) 
and Stott's store was in the building which 
is now the Town Shoppe. The store stood 
THEN where the Last National Bank 
Tavern is NOW. The store was moved to its 
present site in 1916 when the first State of 
Barrington put up its grand building at 
that triangular corner of South Cook and 
Railroad Streets. 

Thursday, April 14, 1983 


	Page 1

