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American Association of University Women 

Barrington Area Branch 

AAUW Program: 	Forces that Create Refugees 

Monday Evening, October 16, 1995, 7:30 - 9:00 p.m., Barrington Public Library, 
505 North Northwest Highway, Barrington. 

"Human migration, both voluntary and forced, ranks among the most volatile 
issues facing the world today. It is a barometer that registers our evolving, 
and sometimes declining, prospects for global security. The sooner we learn to 
read this gauge properly, the sooner we can come to terms with the changes 
that cast ever-increasing numbers of people adrift in the world.... 4 million 
international refugees fled for their lives in 1994 alone...In the future, these 
trends are likely to accelerate as the forces that push people from their homes 
grow more potent." (Hal Kane, of World Watch in pamphlet, The Hour of 
Departure: Forces that create Refugees and Migrants) 

Our Barrington Area AAUW program will include three panelists who will 
discuss the following issues: 

1. forces that create refugees 
2. first hand experience of an individual being forced 

to leave his/her country 
3. first hand experience of an individual acclimating to U.S. 
4. legislation affecting refugees in the U.S. 

A 20 minute question answer period will follow our panelists presentations. 

Terri P. Tepper 
International Chairwoman 
Barrington Area AAUW 
(708) 381 2118 

cc/Arlene  Martin, President, Barrington Area AAUW, 381 2590 
Carolyn Clifford, PR Chairwoman, Barrington Area AAUW 
Loretta Engle, Newsletter Editor, Barrington Area AAUW 
Panelist: Michele Waslin, Policy Coordinator, II Coalition for 

Immigrant and Refugee Protection 
Panelist: Nancy Bothne, Midwest Regional Director, Amnesty 

International 
Panelist: Azra Simunac, Bosnia Muslim refugee 
Mark Dombrofski, Program Director, Exodus World Service 
Kay Pitluck, Global Studies teacher, Barrington High School 
Margo Vanderbush, English as a Second Language Teacher, BHS 

Hal Kane, Worldwatch, author, The Hour of Departure: Forces 
that Create Refugees and Migrants. 



Illinois Coalition for Immigrant & Refugee Protection 

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
October 6, 1995 

There has been a great deal of action in Congress affecting immigrants and refugees--most of it 
negative. Advocates have been equally busy working to defeat anti-immigrant provisions. 
Thanks for all your great work!! There is still work to be done. The following is a summary of 
the most critical immigrant-related pieces of legislation currently before Congress. 

LEGAL IMMIGRATION REFORM 

L 	"Immigration in the National Interest Act" - H.R. 2202 (formerlyH.R.1915) 

H.R. 2202 was introduced by House Immigration Subcommittee chairman Lamar Smith (R-TX). 
The House Immigration Subcommittee marked-up the bill within a month of its introduction. The 
full Judiciary Committee began mark-up of the bill on September 19th. The Committee got 
through Titles I-IV and started on Title V (legal immigration). Mark-up is set to continue on 
Monday, October 11th. The following is a summary of the bill's provisions. 

• Legal immigration. The bill reduces legal immigration by one-third by COMPLETELY 
ELIMINATING visas for brothers and sisters of U.S. citizens, and adult children of U.S. 
citizens and legal permanent residents. It would also make it extremely difficult for 
parents of U.S. citizens to immigrate by requiring that the majority of their children be 
legally present in the U.S. (this provision was stricken) and requiring the sponsor to 
purchase health insurance for their parent. Employment-based immigration is reduced by 
5,000 visas per year. Refugee admissions are slashed in half to 50,000 per year. 

• Illegal immigration. H.R. 2202 increases the number of Border Patrol agents by 5,000 
over the next five years. The bill creates more physical barriers along the U.S.-Mexico 
border and provides new equipment and vehicles to help the Border Patrol monitor and 
deter illegal border crossings. The bill also requires that all new border crossing cards 
have a biometric identifier to cut down on fraud. H.R. 2202 also "streamlines" the 
deportation process by making immigrants subject to immediate removal and giving them 
little chance to appeal. 

• Hospital reporting requirements. An amendment passed by the Subcommittee would 
require hospitals to verify the immigration status of all persons receiving emergency 
medical services to the INS. 

• Worksite verification. The bill establishes a worker verification system that requires 
employers to collect a name, social security number and alien number (if applicable) from 
all new employees and to verify this information by calling into a federal computer 
database. 

• Creates new grounds of inadmissibility. The bill would make any person who was 
unlawfully present in the U.S. for an aggregate of one year inadmissable until he or she 
remains outside the U.S. for a total of 10 years. 

• Establishes restrictive asylum procedures. An amendment by Rep. McCollum (R -FL) 
would require aslyum seekers to file an "intent to apply" within 30 days of arrival and file 
an actual asylum application within 60 days of arrival. Those denied asylum would have 
no opportunity to appeal the decision. 

• Apply deeming to all federal means -tested programs including school lunch and 
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breakfast programs, immunizations, Title )0( Social Services, energy assistance programs, 
housing assistance, student loans, and many more. 

What you can do: We still have time. The Committee still has to consider provisions related to 
family immigration, employment-based immigration asylum, the refugee cap, and benefits. 
Contact Rep. Hyde and Rep. Flanagan, who are both members of the Judiciary Committee, and 
ask them to support amendments which make this bill more hospitable to families, workers, 
asylum seekers and refugees. 

II. 	"Immigrant Control and Financial Responsibility Act of 1995" - S.269 

S. 269 was introduced by Senate Immigration Subcommittee chairman Alan Simpson (R-WY) 
and was marked-up by the Immigration Subcommittee. Simpson is said to be drafting another bill 
dealing with legal immigration which he will try to mark-up quickly in the Immigration 
subcommittee and then combine the two bills for mark-up in the full Judiciary Committee. Among 
it's provisions, 5.269 would: 

• Reduce refugee admissions to 50,000 per year. THANKS TO THE HARD WORK OF 
ADVOCATES, this provision was stricken by the Senate Immigration Subcommittee. 
However, it may reemerge. 

• Redefine "public charge." Anyone who received public benefits for an aggregate of 12 
months within 5 years after entry into the U.S. would be excludable as public charge. 

• Makes the sponsor's affidavit of support legally binding until the immigrant has 
worked a total of 40 qualifying quarters (10 years), regardless of if the immigrant 
becomes a citizen. 

• Creates a worker verification system. This bill mandates implementation of a system 
after eight years of test programs. 

• Increases criminal penalties for alien smuggling, document fraud, misrepresentation 
and failure to present documents. 

• Increases funding for the Border Patrol by 5% and for personnel to investigate 
smuggling and employer sanctions by 33%. 

III. 	Simpson's Legal Immigration Reform Bill 

On Sept. 13th, Sen. Simpson held a hearing on the draft of his legal immigration bill which he 
plans to pass through the Immigration Subcommittee and then combine with S. 269 for a full 
Committee vote. The following is a summary of the key provisions of the draft bill: 

• Would require parents of U.S. citizens to be at least 65 years old, have over half of their 
children residing in the U.S., and obtain health insurance equivalent to Medicare and 
Medicaid in order to immigrate. 

• Would eliminate the visa categories for adult children and siblings of U.S citiens, and adult 
children of LPR' s 

• Would cut employment-based immigration to 75,000 per year (currently 140,000) 
• Proposes a new formula for calculating numerical limitations on immigration from a single 

foreign state 
• Proposes the creation of a conditional status for employment-based immigrants 
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What you can do: Contact Sen. Simon who sits on the Senate Immigration Subcommittee and 
urge him to offer amendments to protect immigrant families and workers. 

WELFARE REFORM 

I. 	Senate Welfare Reform Legislation 

The Senate passed its version of welfare reform. Title V relates to eligibility for immigrants. The 
following is a summary of the Senate welfare reform bill as it relates to immigrants and refugees: 

• A complete bar on SSI until citizenship with 3 exemptions: 1) refugees, asylees and those 
granted withholding of deportation for 5 years; 2) veterans and their spouses and 
dependents; 3) persons who have worked 40 qualifying quarters (10 years). To be a 
qualifying quarter, the person has to earn enough to be fully insured for social security 
benefits, pay income tax and not receive any public assistance during that quarter. 

• A complete bar on all federal welfare programs for ALL legal immigrants for their first 5 
years in the U.S. 

• After the 5 year bar, deeming will apply for all federal programs until the immigrant has 
worked 40 qualifying quarters, regardless of if the immigrant becomes a citizen. 

• In order to sponsor any family members, the sponsor's income would have to be 200% 
above the poverty level. 

• States have the option to bar legal immigrants from all federal needs-based programs and 
may deem all state and local programs. 

• The Exon Amendment: This amendment, passed by the full Senate, prohibits persons 
"not lawfully present in the U.S." from receiving any benefit that is federally funded in 
whole or in part including federal grants, contracts, loans, and professional or commercial 
licenses. The only services exempt are school lunches, WIC, short-term emergency 
disaster relief, immunizations, and testing and treatment for communicable diseases. NOT 
included in the definition of "lawfully present" are: persons with non-immigrant visas such 
as students, tourists and temporary guest workers; persons granted Temporary Protected 
Status (TPS) or Deferred Enforced Departure (DED); and persons with Family Unity 
status. 

H. 	The Personal Responsibilities Act - H.R. 4 

The House welfare reform bill, the Personal Responsibilities Act, was already passed by the 
House on March 24 and includes several particularly damaging immigrant-related provisions. The 
PRA would: 
• bar legal immigrants from five programs: Supplemental Security Income (SSI), non-

emergency Medicaid, Food Stamps, the Social Services Block Grant (Title )0( of the 
Social Security Act), and the block grant that will replace AFDC (known as the 
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families Block Grant"). 

• There are few exceptions: 1) legal immigrants over 75 years old and who have lived in the 
U.S. at least 5 years; 2) refugees who have been here less than 5 years; 3)permanent 
residents suffering from mental disorders or physical impairments so severe as to preclude 
passage of the naturalization exam; and 4) veterans and active duty service members, their 
spouses and dependents. 

• deeming until citizenship for nearly all other programs: Federal, state and local 
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governments would be required to "deem", or add, the income of immigrant sponsors who 
sign affidavits of support to the immigrant's income for nearly all needs-based programs 
including nutritional, educational and housing programs. 

• affidavits of support enforceable by federal, state and local governments to recover 
money spent on needs-based programs. 

• State and local governments can bar any or all legal immigrants from state-funded 
needs-based programs. All state and local programs must deem. 

What you can do: Welfare reform will now go to a Conference Committee, which will reconcile 
the differences between the House and Senate versions. The conferees have not yet been named, 
and it is unknown when the Conference Committee will convene. However, you should contact 
the entire Illinois delegation, Senators and Representatives, and urge them to oppose any welfare 
reform bill that comes out of conference since it will contain provisions which are extremely 
harmful to immigrants. 

Other things you can do: 
• organize an informational community forum to discuss these bills and the implications for 

your community 
• organize a letter writing campaign within your community, your organization, your school, 

your workplace or your church 
• arrange a meeting with your Representative to discuss these pieces of legislation 
• write a letter to the editor expressing your concerns about these bills 
• write an op-ed piece for your newspaper 
• tell your personal immigration story because advocates need real life stories of people who 

have immigrated to the U.S. in order to put a human face on the issues 
• come to ICIRP Monthly meetings and Domestic Policy Committee meetings to keep 

yourself informed and to let us know what steps you have taken 
• keep in touch with ICIRP! There's a lot of great work going on, let us know what you've 

been doing. 

Your efforts do make a huge difference! Keep up the great work! 

For more information about any legislation or about any of the advocacy activities 
mentioned above, call Michele Waslin at ICIRP, 312/441-2990. 

4 



-141 e 	ei( 14A1 I  
Dear Kay and Margo, 8/25/95 

Please find attached the pamphlet, The Hour of Departure: Forces 
that Create Refugees and Migrants. It is background for AAUW's 
next International Forum to take place: 

Monday, Oct. 16, 1995, 7:30-9:00 p.m. Barrington Public Library. 

Our speakers will be: 
Michele Waslin, Policy Coordinator, Illinois Coalition for 

Immigrant and Refugee Protection; 
Nancy Bothne, Regional Director, Amnesty International; 
Refugee (To be Announced - although we think it will be a 

Muslim woman from Bosnia). 

We're hoping you'll pass this letter and pamphlet around your 
respective departments as there are several teachers who would 
probably find this topic very relevant to their classes. In addition, 
Barrington HS probably has some refugees as students. Certainly 
many students are descendants of refugees. 

The pamphlet is outstanding giving us a handle on the critical issue 
of Refugee flight which is accelerating in the 1990's. The United 
States is struggling to find solutions. 

Do we get involved with other countries by trying to prevent political 
situations that cause people to have to flee? 
What do we do with and for refugees who are given political asylum 
in the U.S.? 
What organizations are trying to help them? Who finances these 
efforts? 
Why is this issue relevant to Barrington HS students? 

Let me know if I can provide you with more information. Barrington 
AAUW is hoping you and your students will attend this Forum. 

For education, 



PANELISTS 

Michele Waslin, Policy Coordinator, Illinois Coalition for Immigrant 
and Refugee Protection. The Coalition, established in 1986, is a statewide 
organization of over 80 organizations that represent and serve 
immigrants and refugees throughout Illinois. 	Together, they work 
together to promote the rights of immigrants and refugees to participate 
fully and equally in an increasingly interdependent society. Michele 
tracks and analyzes legislation at all levels of government, and assesses 
its impact on both ICIRP member agencies and on immigrant and refugee 
communities. 	She works with the media and legislators to dispel 	myths 
and misperceptions about immigrants and provide factual information 
about immigration policy and the benefits that immigrants and refugees 
bring to the U.S. She has a bachelors degree from Creighton University 
and a Masters degree in International Relations from the University of 
Chicago. 

Nancy J. Bothne, Midwest Regional Director for Amnesty International, 
USA. She works with the staff and volunteer members in developing and 
implementing strategies on Amnesty's human rights agenda in the 
midwest (Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, 
Missouri, Nebraska, Wisconsin, Kentucky, North and South Dakota). She 
has lobbied with city, state and federal governments on behalf of civil 
liberties, and civil rights issues. 	Women's issues, immigration and 
refugee rights and the death penalty are areas of expertise. Besides 
Camp Fire Boys and Girls, and the ACLU in Illinois, Ms. Bothne has 
worked for a national farmworker organization based in Washington D. 
C. She has a Master of Science in Communications from Northwestern 
University. 

AZRA SIMUNAC, Bosnia Muslim refugee who has resettled in Chicago. 
From 1981-1992, Ms. Simunac was an Assistant Professor, Faculty of 
Economics at the University of Sarajevo in the former Yugoslavia. She 
taught economic development and growth and comparative economics 
as well as doing research and writing for the department institute. 	From 
1985-1990 she served on the Board of Directors for the Center of Social 
Work also based in Sarajevo. She raised corporate and public funds to 
support programs for the indigent elderly and abused or neglected 
orphan children. Ms. Simunac has an MA in Economics from the 
University of Sarajevo, is married to Vladimir Simunac and has two 
children, Dino (age 5) and Damir (age 9). 



Dear Arlene: 	 9/19/95 

Here we decided not to do a forum and still we end up doing one as 
there are several things that need to be done - hopefully assigned to 
board or reg. members: 

1. Harper Contact with copy of enclosed letter; 

2. Panelists' names written on cardboard to be placed in front of 
them; 

3. Water for each panelist; 

4. In case we get vocal opposition, we better get index cards for 
audience questions so we can screen them; 

5. Dinner reservations made for 3 panelists, and 1 or 2 guests and 
us (you? me? other board members?); 

6. Follow up letter with directions to restaurant and dinner time 
for panelists and guests. 

7 posi-ers ? 
Here are addresses for panelists and guest: 

Guest: 	rk E. Do  •  frofski 
Prog m  P  rector 
Exodus  kl  orld Service 
P 0 ox  • '  I 
It 	a, Il 601 
Tel: 708 307 14  J  0  

Panelist: Michele Waslin 
Ill Coalition for Immigrant & Ref. Protection 

C/O CCIRP 
224 N Desplaines, Suite 600 

Chicago, Il 60661 
312 441 2990 

Panelist: Nancy J. Bothne 
Midwest Regional Office 
Amnesty International 

53 W Jackson 
Suite 1162 
Chicago, Il 60604 
312 435 6391 

/AtiZt: 	4e-ILLe14 

—gtd1. /12,e4-4 

Panelist: Azra Simunac 
6815 N Sheridan Rd 
Apt. 209 
Chicago, Il 60660 
312 743 4729 

 



Illinois Coalition for Immigrant & Refugee Protection 

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
October 6, 1995 

There has been a great deal of action in Congress affecting immigrants and refugees--most of it 
negative. Advocates have been equally busy working to defeat anti-immigrant provisions. 
Thanks for all your great work!! There is still work to be done. The following is a summary of 
the most critical immigrant-related pieces of legislation currently before Congress. 

LEGAL IMMIGRATION REFORM 

I. 	"Immigration in the National Interest Act" - H.R. 2202 (formerlyH.R.1915) 

H.R. 2202 was introduced by House Immigration Subcommittee chairman Lamar Smith (R-TX). 
The House Immigration Subcommittee marked-up the bill within a month of its introduction. The 
full Judiciary Committee began mark-up of the bill on September 19th. The Committee got 
through Titles I-IV and started on Title V (legal immigration). Mark-up is set to continue on 
Monday, October 11th. The following is a summary of the bill's provisions. 

• Legal immigration. The bill reduces legal immigration by one-third by COMPLETELY 
ELIMINATING visas for brothers and sisters of U.S. citizens, and adult children of U.S. 
citizens and legal permanent residents. It would also make it extremely difficult for 
parents of U.S. citizens to immigrate by requiring that the majority of their children be 
legally present in the U.S. (this provision was stricken) and requiring the sponsor to 
purchase health insurance for their parent. Employment-based immigration is reduced by 
5,000 visas per year. Refugee admissions are slashed in half to 50,000 per year. 

• Illegal immigration. H.R. 2202 increases the number of Border Patrol agents by 5,000 
over the next five years. The bill creates more physical barriers along the U.S.-Mexico 
border and provides new equipment and vehicles to help the Border Patrol monitor and 
deter illegal border crossings. The bill also requires that all new border crossing cards 
have a biometric identifier to cut down on fraud. H.R. 2202 also "streamlines" the 
deportation process by making immigrants subject to immediate removal and giving them 
little chance to appeal. 

• Hospital reporting requirements. An amendment passed by the Subcommittee would 
require hospitals to verify the immigration status of all persons receiving emergency 
medical services to the INS. 

• Worksite verification. The bill establishes a worker verification system that requires 
employers to collect a name, social security number and alien number (if applicable) from 
all new employees and to verify this information by calling into a federal computer 
database. 

• Creates new grounds of inadmissibility. The bill would make any person who was 
unlawfully present in the U.S. for an aggregate of one year inadmissable until he or she 
remains outside the U.S. for a total of 10 years. 

• Establishes restrictive asylum procedures. An amendment by Rep. McCollum (R-FL) 
would require aslyum seekers to file an "intent to apply" within 30 days of arrival and file 
an actual asylum application within 60 days of arrival. Those denied asylum would have 
no opportunity to appeal the decision. 

• Apply deeming to all federal means -tested programs including school lunch and 
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breakfast programs, immunizations, Title )0( Social Services, energy assistance programs, 
housing assistance, student loans, and many more. 

What you can do: We still have time. The Committee still has to consider provisions related to 
family immigration, employment-based immigration asylum, the refugee cap, and benefits. 
Contact Rep. Hyde and Rep. Flanagan, who are both members of the Judiciary Committee, and 
ask them to support amendments which make this bill more hospitable to families, workers, 
asylum seekers and refugees. 

II. 	"Immigrant Control and Financial Responsibility Act of 1995" - S.269 

S. 269 was introduced by Senate Immigration Subcommittee chairman Alan Simpson (R-WY) 
and was marked-up by the Immigration Subcommittee. Simpson is said to be drafting another bill 
dealing with legal immigration which he will try to mark-up quickly in the Immigration 
subcommittee and then combine the two bills for mark-up in the full Judiciary Committee. Among 
it's provisions, S.269 would: 

• Reduce refugee admissions to 50,000 per year. THANKS TO THE HARD WORK OF 
ADVOCATES, this provision was stricken by the Senate Immigration Subcommittee. 
However, it may reemerge. 

• Redefine "public charge." Anyone who received public benefits for an aggregate of 12 
months within 5 years after entry into the U.S. would be excludable as public charge. 

• Makes the sponsor's affidavit of support legally binding until the immigrant has 
worked a total of 40 qualifying quarters (10 years), regardless of if the immigrant 
becomes a citizen. 

• Creates a worker verification system. This bill mandates implementation of a system 
after eight years of test programs. 

• Increases criminal penalties for alien smuggling, document fraud, misrepresentation 
and failure to present documents. 

• Increases funding for the Border Patrol by 5% and for personnel to investigate 
smuggling and employer sanctions by 33%. 

III. 	Simpson's Legal Immigration Reform Bill 

On Sept. 13th, Sen. Simpson held a hearing on the draft of his legal immigration bill which he 
plans to pass through the Immigration Subcommittee and then combine with S. 269 for a full 
Committee vote. The following is a summary of the key provisions of the draft bill: 

• Would require parents of U.S. citizens to be at least 65 years old, have over half of their 
children residing in the U.S., and obtain health insurance equivalent to Medicare and 
Medicaid in order to immigrate. 

• Would eliminate the visa categories for adult children and siblings of U.S citiens, and adult 
children of LPR' s 

• Would cut employment-based immigration to 75,000 per year (currently 140,000) 
• Proposes a new formula for calculating numerical limitations on immigration from a single 

foreign state 
• Proposes the creation of a conditional status for employment-based immigrants 
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What you can do: Contact Sen. Simon who sits on the Senate Immigration Subcommittee and 
urge him to offer amendments to protect immigrant families and workers. 

WELFARE REFORM 

I. 	Senate Welfare Reform Legislation 

The Senate passed its version of welfare reform. Title V relates to eligibility for immigrants. The 
following is a summary of the Senate welfare reform bill as it relates to immigrants and refugees: 

• A complete bar on SSI until citizenship with 3 exemptions: 1) refugees, asylees and those 
granted withholding of deportation for 5 years; 2) veterans and their spouses and 
dependents; 3) persons who have worked 40 qualifying quarters (10 years). To be a 
qualifying quarter, the person has to earn enough to be fully insured for social security 
benefits, pay income tax and not receive any public assistance during that quarter. 

• A complete bar on all federal welfare programs for ALL legal immigrants for their first 5 
years in the U.S. 

• After the 5 year bar, deeming will apply for all federal programs until the immigrant has 
worked 40 qualifying quarters, regardless of if the immigrant becomes a citizen. 

• In order to sponsor any family members, the sponsor's income would have to be 200% 
above the poverty level. 

• States have the option to bar legal immigrants from all federal needs-based programs and 
may deem all state and local programs. 

• The Exon Amendment: This amendment, passed by the full Senate, prohibits persons 
"not lawfully present in the U.S." from receiving any benefit that is federally funded in 
whole or in part including federal grants, contracts, loans, and professional or commercial 
licenses. The only services exempt are school lunches, WIC, short-term emergency 
disaster relief, immunizations, and testing and treatment for communicable diseases. NOT 
included in the definition of "lawfully present" are: persons with non-immigrant visas such 
as students, tourists and temporary guest workers; persons granted Temporary Protected 
Status (TPS) or Deferred Enforced Departure (DED); and persons with Family Unity 
status. 

H. 	The Personal Responsibilities Act - H.R. 4 

The House welfare reform bill, the Personal Responsibilities Act, was already passed by the 
House on March 24 and includes several particularly damaging immigrant-related provisions. The 
PRA would: 
• bar legal immigrants from five programs: Supplemental Security Income (SSI), non-

emergency Medicaid, Food Stamps, the Social Services Block Grant (Title XX of the 
Social Security Act), and the block grant that will replace AFDC (known as the 
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families Block Grant"). 

• There are few exceptions: 1) legal immigrants over 75 years old and who have lived in the 
U.S. at least 5 years; 2) refugees who have been here less than 5 years; 3)permanent 
residents suffering from mental disorders or physical impairments so severe as to preclude 
passage of the naturalization exam; and 4) veterans and active duty service members, their 
spouses and dependents. 

• deeming until citizenship for nearly all other programs: Federal, state and local 
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governments would be required to "deem", or add, the income of immigrant sponsors who 
sign affidavits of support to the immigrant's income for nearly all needs-based programs 
including nutritional, educational and housing programs. 

• affidavits of support enforceable by federal, state and local governments to recover 
money spent on needs-based programs. 

• State and local governments can bar any or all legal immigrants from state-funded 
needs-based programs. All state and local programs must deem. 

What you can do: Welfare reform will now go to a Conference Committee, which will reconcile 
the differences between the House and Senate versions. The conferees have not yet been named, 
and it is unknown when the Conference Committee will convene. However, you should contact 
the entire Illinois delegation, Senators and Representatives, and urge them to oppose any welfare 
reform bill that comes out of conference since it will contain provisions which are extremely 
harmful to immigrants. 

Other things you can do: 

• organize an informational community forum to discuss these bills and the implications for 
your community 

• organize a letter writing campaign within your community, your organization, your school, 
your workplace or your church 

• arrange a meeting with your Representative to discuss these pieces of legislation 
• write a letter to the editor expressing your concerns about these bills 
• write an op-ed piece for your newspaper 
• tell your personal immigration story because advocates need real life stories of people who 

have immigrated to the U.S. in order to put a human face on the issues 
• come to ICIRP Monthly meetings and Domestic Policy Committee meetings to keep 

yourself informed and to let us know what steps you have taken 
• keep in touch with ICIRP! There's a lot of great work going on, let us know what you've 

been doing. 

Your efforts do make a huge difference! Keep up the great work! 

For more information about any legislation or about any of the advocacy activities 
mentioned above, call Michele Waslin at ICIRP, 312/441-2990. 
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