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Spring 2007 Newsletter 
H_II 	Growing Through Hope Toward Contentment 

By Mary Klest 

Dr. Richard Olenchak, a psychologist, professor, author, and dad paces across the room while talking about 
Powerful Parenting at Barrington High School. He likes to move while talking. Taking a practical look at what is 
happening to kids in school today he offers a fresh viewpoint on how to nurture a child to be productive and 
content. "By instilling hope we teach our kids that they are not merely passive occupants of everything that 
happens." 

lawa.
He  says knowledge is tripling every year in all disciplines so the focus should be on building strength and resilience, 
not memorizing facts. In other words, the concept is more important than the list. He is a proponent of meaningful 
work, not busy work. 

How do we build strong, resilient children with hope? Interact effectively by helping them establish goals. 
Encourage positive expectations. Help them be responsible by giving them responsibility. Confidence comes from 
being knocked down and standing back up. Provide a safety net, not a cocoon. Let them build confidence through 
failure. Yes, failure. When facing this feeling kids need to learn to attribute it to wrong strategies and not to 
themselves or others. Enjoy victory and learn from defeat. Reflect a spirit of wanting to use abilities. Acknowledge 
where and how your child is most productive. "Most kids are idealistic in their gifted domain and they get angry 
when not using their full potential." He says kids need help on how to take pride in their work. They often apply 
qualifiers that temper their sense of pride. Praise effort and model upbeat self-talk. 1.4eri LL 

Dr. Olenchak stops and asks his audience what questions they have. He knows it is hard for parents to let go of their 
dreams for the child. 

Thoughts of college loom no matter how old the child. How do they get into the best college? 

"It doesn't matter what school you go to for undergraduate work. What matters is that it is a good fit for your 
child." Research shows hopeful college students receive higher grades regardless of IQ scores. 

What does hope look like? 

"It's an elevated sense of moral purpose, an emotional energy and imaginative capacity to shape their future. The 
higher hope the greater number of goals, and an ability to tackle more." 

Are gifted kids supposed to be across the board brilliant? 

"No. They have domains that are more fully developed than others are." 

My kid does not like school. I encourage him to follow his strength and forget the rest. Is that good advice? 

"Yes. Not many people know that can be a path to fulfillment." 

He believes that while in elementary school kids find where they will be content. Middle school is a time for 
building strength in that field and high school is a time to focus. 

Maggie Gruber, 314th grade teacher at Hough Street School, agrees. "Those who make the most of their gifts focus 
early and ask themselves, 'what are my strengths?" She believes some facts are worth memorizing and disagrees 
with a few of his thoughts on productivity. In particular, when he says ask a child what product they like to produce 
and then ask for that product. "Sometimes we have to jump through hoops. We need to prepare children for a 
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future in the real world," she says. 

In closing, Dr. Olenchak admits there are better paying jobs than his. Yet, no one feels more rewards than he does. 
He is content, a product of his own philosophy. 

Spring Thoughts 

By Jeanne Kelly 

It is April and the calendar says that spring has arrived, yet the forecast for this week is snow, again! We will get 
through this and soon summer will be here in full bloom. This year has flown by despite the seemingly endless 
winter. 

BCGT has continued to grow both in number of members and attendance at various events this year. We hosted a 
Coffee at Kaladis, an Evening with Julie Luck Jensen and Kathryn Elliott describing the District 220 gifted programs 
throughout all grade levels, the first Family Game Night, an evening with national speaker, Dr. Richard Olenchak, 
addressing social and emotional needs of gifted students, and a Coffee about Clubs at the Library. Our website 
continues to be updated to include various resource materials and information. We are fortunate to have a Lending 
Library through Julie Luck Jensen's voluminous personal library of materials. We have provided numerous gifts to 
extended teachers to assist them in their daily efforts on behalf of our children. This is our third newsletter, and 
the list goes on! 

We could not have done the above and more without the help of so many of you. Special thanks go out to the 
following people: 

Our star team of Back-To-School Night presenters: Caroline Clifford, Siva Muthaswamy, Ron Hinkle, Vandana Jaglan, 
Sharon Orr, Sue Bach, Katherine Logue, and Mindy Vlk. 

Julie Luck Jensen, Director of Extended Services, and the extended teachers throughout the district, all of whom 
have been supportive of our efforts throughout the year. We appreciate their attendance and participation at our 
events. 

Tina Sobb who donated her time and supplies to prepare flyers, invitations, and envelopes for us. 

The numerous members, who attended our monthly meetings, wrote articles, attended our various events, or 
helped serve pizza at the Family Game Night, etc. 

All lifetime and annual members for your continuing support of this parent organization. 

Finally, the members of the BCGT Board, all of whom are listed on the front of this newsletter. Each of you went 
above and beyond the commitment you made to your board position. The energy, ideas and new talents of various 
board members that surfaced throughout the year, including some particularly inventive ones at our new successful 
Family Game Night, added to the year's success. 

We are beginning planning for next year. We are always looking for new members or members who would like to 
become more active. We welcome your ideas and thoughts at any time. Please feel free to contact me at any time 
at jeannekelly2005®sbcglobal.net . Have a safe and fun summer with your children! 

Ask Julie! 

Julie Luck Jensen 
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Dear Julie, 

I'm concerned about my 4th grade son. He's a bright boy who has always done well in school, but lately he is 
saying things like "I'm not good at this". When he's given a new, higher level learning challenge he often shuts 
down before attempting the work. When I tell him I know he can do better, he says, "Everyone thinks I'm so 
smart, but I'm really not". I try not to make a big deal about this, but I worry that he will fall 
behind. 	 Unaccustomed to Underachieving 

Dear Unaccustomed, 

Your concern is somewhat similar to the one I addressed in the last issue in which a parent expressed concerns 
about her daughter's lower grades in middle school. You and your child are facing a very common problem of bright 
kids, one that warrants further discussion. 

In a recent issue of The New York Times magazine reporter Po Bronson states that a large percentage of gifted 
students severely underestimate their own abilities. In underrating the importance of effort, they overrated how 
much help they need from a parent. Well-meaning parents, 85 % according to a survey of American parents 
conducted by Columbia University, think its important to tell their kids that they're smart. Other important adults 
in a child's life - grandparents, teachers, and coaches also feel they are supporting kids by reminding them of their 
intelligence and talents. Yet, according to over ten years of research by psychologist Carol Dweck, labeling kids as 
"smart" might actually be causing underperformance. 

Dr. Dweck's teams administered a nonverbal IQ test made up of fairly easy puzzles, to groups of fifth graders. After 
each child finished the test, he was given a brief comment of praise. One random group was praised for their 
intelligence, "you must be really smart" while another was praised for their effort, "You must have worked really 
hard". When offered the choice of an easy test and a more difficult test for the second round of tests, the students 
praised for intelligence took the easier test while those praised for effort asked for the harder test. When a third, 
more difficult test (no options this time) was given, all failed, but their responses were different. Those originally 
praised for intelligence assumed their failure was evidence they weren't really smart, while the others praised for 
effort renewed their attempts on the puzzles, figuring they hadn't focused hard enough. 

In other exercises with students, Dr. Dweck's researchers taught one group of students a 50 minute lesson about the 
brain, explaining that it is a muscle that needs to be exercised to achieve better results. This brief intervention 
made a positive difference in student math scores. They began to learn they were in control of their success and 
had methods to reverse failure. To hear Dr. Dweck speak about her ideas and research, visit 
http: / / www.iub.edu/%7Eintell/dweck  interview.shtml 

NAGC president-elect Del Siegle suggests the following parenting strategies to motivate underachieving gifted 
students: 

• Talk about their giftedness with them by helping them recognize they are continually changing and 
growing and that they have a hand in their own accomplishments and growth 

• Document their growth by saving schoolwork samples or videotaping them performing various tasks and 
sharing the items with them later in order for them to see their progress 

• Help them understand that challenging situations are opportunities to acquire or improve skills and 
encountering difficulty does not mean they are not intelligent. 

• Help children recognize the part effort plays in their growth by using specific compliments such as, "Your 
studying paid off - you really understand how to use references in writing a report." 

• Create opportunities for children to interact with role models. Their expectations are based on the 
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experiences of parents and role models. 

• 	Discuss cause-and-effect relationships with children, counseling them how to change the environment to 
fit their needs, how to achieve success by adjusting to existing environment, or how to let go of a 
fruitless idea or hopeless situation. 

You will not see an overnight change in your child, but incorporating some of these parenting ideas will help you 
create a supportive environment for your child in which he will learn to value achievement. 

Julie 

Hough Street School Self-Contained Class Captures Knowledge 
Master Record! 

By Georgia Nelson 

Knowledge Master Open is an academic competition in which teams of students compete -- nationally and 
internationally -- without leaving their own schools. The KMO began in 1983 with 72 schools; it now annually 
attracts over 3,000 schools and 45,000 participants from the U.S. and several foreign lands. 

The team at Hough competed with tens of thousands of students in the U.S. and several foreign lands in the 
Knowledge Master Open academic competition on January 24th. They answered 100 challenging questions in the 
event, earning points for the speed and accuracy of their answers. 

The 33 students on the team answered 99 percent of the questions correctly, scoring 848 out of a possible 1000 
points - outscoring the second place team from Alabama by an incredible 82 points. The coaches, Maggie Gruber 
and Georgia Nelson were especially proud of the students' outstanding teamwork. Two of the students took turns 
inputting answers on the keyboard. Other students acted as "spotters" and told the computer person, which 
answer to select, based on a system of communication that the students developed. 

The team from Hough also took first place in last spring's tournament are listed in the Hall of Fame as past winners 
7 times since 1996. Winning teams receive a plaque and Great Auk (the mascot of the contest) t-shirts for every 
member of the team. 

Designed to stimulate learning and recognition for academic achievement, the Knowledge Master Open runs on 
classroom computers to allow all students the opportunity to compete in a large academic event without the 
expense of traveling to a central site. The competition is presented twice each school year by Academic Hallmarks, 
a Colorado software publisher. 

IMAGINE our surprise when we received a call from CBS asking our students to audition for a pilot. They heard 
about our KMO win! They are considering a new game show on which smart children test their wits against an 
adult. The show is on the fast track - targeted at this time for a summer release. A number of our students 
expressed interest and have been creating audition tapes as they have been in contact with CBS. How exciting! 

High School Pathways for Gifted Students 

By Jeanne Kelly 

At the BCGT October evening program, Kathryn Elliott, a guidance counselor for the Barrington High School, 
presented a detailed and clear explanation of the various pathways students entering high school can follow, based 
upon the courses they took in middle school, test results and teacher recommendations. The pathways are 
numerous and to a new high school student and her parents they may seem overwhelming. Ms. Elliott broke down 
the pathways into the following categories. 

English Course Sequence:  

9th: 	Honors Gifted English. 

Please note that there is also an Honors English course. Both classes provide the same level of credit, 
Honors credit; the Honors Gifted English is more rigorous. 
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10 th : 	Honors Gifted English (1 semester) and Debate or Speech (1 semester). 

All students choose whether they want to take Debate or Speech. Both classes are Average credit; there is 
no Honors Debate or Speech class offered. 

1 1 th: 	Junior English Interrelated Arts Honors or Junior English Honors 

12th: 	Students can take two of the following Advanced Placement preparation courses, now called Accelerated 
Curriculum classes: Major British Writers I (AC), Major British Writers II (AC), Religious Quest in Lit (AC), 
Logic, Rhetoric, and Persuasion (AC) 

Science Course Sequence 

9th: 	Honors Chemistry. 

This course is available to students who took Biology in Middle School. Please note that even though the 
Biology course was a high school level class, students are required by state law to take a life science course 
in high school. Therefore, students in this sequence take either AP Biology or Human Biology Honors during 
high school. 

10 th: 	Honors Physics and/or AP Biology or AP Chemistry. 

Many students take AP Chemistry in their sophomore year because Honors Chemistry is still fresh. Both AP 
Chemistry and AP Biology classes meet for two consecutive periods per day and therefore may require some 
class juggling so that students can also have a lunch period. Often students take one or two classes during 
summer school to give them the flexibility to take the courses and electives they want and have a lunch 
period. 

11 th  and 12th : AP Physics, or AP Biology, or AP Chemistry, or Human Biology Honors. 

Students who want to take the most AP science classes available during their high school career may need 
to take a science class during summer school. 

High School Math Sequence.  There are two separate pathways for students who were in the extended math 
classes in middle school. The chart below indicates the paths for students who were in (a) Honors math classes in 
8th grade or (b) either the MEGSSS class or Geometry class in 8th grade. 

Honors 	 MEGSSS or Students who had  8th  grade 
Geometry  

9th. 	Geometry A (H) 	 Freshman Acct. Math (H) (for MEGSSS 
year 3 students) 

Honors  

10th: 	Algebra II / Trig A (H) 

or Alg II /Trig A (H) (for students who 
had 8th grade geometry) 

MEGSSS or Students  who had 8th  grade 
Geometry 

PreCalculus/ BC Calc I (AC) 

or Analysis A (H) 

11th: Pre-Calculus / BC Calc I (AC) 	 AP Calculus II BC (AC) 

http://www.bcgt.org/news.htm 	 9/25/2007 



News 	 Page 6 of 13 
or Analysis A (H) 	 or AP Calculus AB (AC) 

12th: AP Calculus II BC (AC) 	 Senior Advanced Topics (AC) or 

or AP Calculus AB (AC) 	 AP Statistics (AC) 

Codes: H = Honors (Level 4 Weighted Grade Value) 

AC= Accelerated Curriculum (Level 5 Weighted Grade Value) 

Social Studies  Sequence 

9th: 	Global Studies Honors/Gifted 

10th: U.S. History Honors (AC credit if students take Advanced Placement exam and qualify with a score of 3, 4 or 
5 on the exam) 

11th and 12th: Various Accelerated Curriculum classes are available. In addition, other electives such as 21st 
Century Issues, The Living Law, Psychology, Sociology and Economics can be taken for Honors credit with the 
consent of the teacher. 

The Numbers Game 	All classes have an assigned ability level and weighted grades based on the class level. The 
different ability levels are Accelerated Curriculum, Honors, Average, General and Basic. The values of grades in 
classes are as follows: 

Accelerated Curriculum Honors Average General 

A 5.0 4.5 4.0 3.0 

B 4.0 3.5 3.0 2.0 

C 3.0 2.5 2.0 1.0 

D 1.0 1.0 1.0 

So while students who are taking Average level classes and get straight A's will have a 4.0 grade point 
average; students taking more rigorous Honors and Accelerated Curriculum classes can earn a grade point that 
exceeds 4.0 provided they receive high grades in the classes. 

The weighted grading system challenges a student to seek levels commensurate with his ability. Ms. Elliott 
emphasized the importance of placing each student in classes where they can succeed. For example, parents of 
students who have participated in some extended classes in the elementary or middle school may think their child 
should be placed in all honors/gifted and advanced placement classes whether or not the student excels in certain 
areas and not others. In high school, appropriate placement affects the child's ultimate success in each class and 
her grade point average. A student who gets C's in an Honors or AC classes may earn a lower grade point average 
than the student who gets A's and B's in Average classes. Colleges look at grade point, types of classes taken and 
class grades. The high school counselors have a wealth of knowledge and are available to parents and students 
regarding curriculum questions, concerns, and college planning. They are an invaluable resource at the high school 
to help demystify the high school experience. 

IAGC Parent Workshop Delivers Aha! Moments 

By Mary Kest 
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Super Bowl Sunday means one thing to sports fans and another to the Illinois Association for Gifted Children. Due to 
restrictions in hotel availability, they schedule the parents' workshop in Chicago on the biggest day of the sports 
calendar. Still, District 220 Director of Extended Services and President of IAGC Julie Luck Jensen, gives three good 
reasons for why parents should attend the annual convention. "Most will experience an Aha! moment. You learn 
that you are not alone. That you're not a crazy person." And, "You hear what the current best practices are and 
can apply them to your individual situation." Finally, "IAGC serves as a forum. It provides connections with others. 
You can ask questions or find out about good books to read." 

Ruth Ann McKellin attended to deepen her understanding of giftedness. She was glad to hear gifted kid stereotypes 
dispelled. For example, a gifted kid may not only be intellectually gifted but also be an athlete, musician, or 
artist. Being gifted is not restricted to the two narrow areas of math and reading. Susan Jackson, a counseling 
psychologist, mother, and founder of the Daimon Institute for the Highly Gifted in British Colombia is the keynote 
speaker. She advocates individual teaching strategies that "address the uncommon capacity and extraordinary 
development of gifted kids." As a psychologist, she has a "magnificent spectrum" on the inner world of gifted kids. 
I think hers is a one-on-one world. 

In the first paragraph of her handout I read the words, "dissonance," "extreme sensitivity," "repress feelings" and 
"core anxiety." It makes me nervous. She tells us that consciousness grows and advances and that the more highly 
gifted, the more complex and complicated the child. She suggests the curriculum and parents be flexible. We are to 
ask our selves, "How's that working for him/her?" And me? 

She covers other topics relating to the social/emotional needs of gifted children including asynchronous 
development, age peer relations, risk taking, multipotentiality, dual exceptionalities, and physical and 
psychosomatic issues. To reduce anxiety and build self-esteem in our children we need to teach them self-advocacy 
skills. She suggests having a family forum each day. "Get to the point and move forward. Don't go on and on," she 
says knowingly. "It begins with you." She believes in allowing your child to falter socially, and believes that social 
mentoring from more mature gifted kids is a good idea. Then she says, "Keep going back to the strong qualities in 
your child and reinforce that." Aha! This is my moment of affirmation. 

Another such moment occurs when she mentions her son has dysgraphia. I learned the meaning of this word just a 
few months ago. A group (more than one) of parents acknowledges that their gifted children have this improbable 
disability. It can manifest itself as difficulties with spelling, poor handwriting and trouble putting thoughts on 
paper. Aha, again! I knew there was a good reason for my being here. 

Football fans and parents who live in the suburbs have something to cheer about. In early December 2008, the IAGC 
convention will be held at the Renaissance Center in Schaumburg. No excuses, see you there. 

Summer Enrichment and Academic Programs 
Looking for some fun, enriching, challenging and interesting summer activities for your child? Check out our 
website, www.bcgt.org , for a detailed listing of various local and national programs. Have a safe and fun summer! 

Family Game Night to Become an Annual Event! 

By Sue Bach 

On Friday, January 26th, Barrington Council for the Gifted and Talented hosted its first ever family game night. 
Area Sudoku expert, Dr. Johari kicked off the evening with a half hour presentation on the "how to's" of Sudoku for 
beginners and tricks for the more advanced players. 

If Sudoku was not your game, then families had a chance to grab a game from a wide selection of strategy games 
like Othello and Mastermind to some family favorites like Cadoo and Scrabble. 

The library was packed for the evening with over one hundred people in attendance. While the BCGT hosts were 
busy running the program, staff members from CUSD 220 extended services stepped up and coordinated activities. 
Halfway through the evening, raffle prizes were awarded to students, which included games being donated to their 
school after the evening's completion to fun, crazy and edible giveaways. 

As promised by BCGT, the event was free and food was provided. Pizza, pop, water and cookies were the featured 
menu. A great time was had by all. Special thanks must go out to all the families for their patience with the jam-
packed crowd. Without a doubt, family game night will be an annual event. See you next year.... 
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FALL 2006 NEWSLETTER 

Welcome Julie Luck Jensen, Director of Extended Services 
I'm Julie Luck Jensen, the new Director of Extended Services for District 220. To help you know more about me, I'd 
like to share some information about my professional work before I had the pleasure of joining the Barrington staff. 

When I started teaching second grade many years ago, I realized how much I enjoyed working with students who 
seemed to catch on quickly, had a more mature sense of humor, and often seemed to be an asynchronous mix of 
academic and developmental levels. I taught gifted summer school and volunteered to teach the school librarian's 
gifted pull-out groups on a regular basis. When the district gifted coordinator position became open, I applied and 
suddenly, after 11 years in the classroom and a masters' degree in special education, I found myself in a new job 
with little formal training. 

I scrambled to find gifted courses and workshops, read everything I could find on the topic of gifted education and 
started working with a dedicated group of gifted educators who ambitiously sought to create an Illinois gifted 
association (IAGC) that would be an affiliate of the National Association for Gifted Children. As funding was 
limited, my position as the gifted coordinator grew to include responsibilities related to early childhood education, 
social studies, thinking skills, library media centers, and curriculum development. 

My most recent position was as principal of a K-8, year-round school in Des Plaines, the community in which I live 
with my husband and two sons. 

I truly enjoyed this position, especially the relationships I formed with students and their families. I also served as 
the gifted coordinator for the district. When asked to interview for the Barrington Director of Extended Services 
job, I found myself needing to make a difficult decision. While I felt I was learning a great deal in the principal 
role, I realized my passion for the field of gifted education was so strong that I needed to make the change in 
positions. 

Over the years, I have served in a variety of roles within the Illinois Association for Gifted Children and am now 
serving my second year as President. In my roles as teacher, principal, parent and gifted program coordinator, I 
have viewed gifted children and gifted education programs from a variety of perspectives. It is such a pleasure to 
now be part of a program that is appreciated and supported by parents who recognize the importance of meeting 
the special needs of gifted children. I would like to reiterate what I said to the Barrington Board of Education the 
evening they approved my hiring. My hope is to maintain the integrity of Barrington's well -developed gifted 
program while focusing on current best practices in gifted education. 

Please feel free to call me at (847) 756-2349 if you have questions or would just like to introduce yourself. I look 
forward to working with all of you! 

Ask Julie! 

Dear Julie, 

Over the last two years, many of us have contacted state legislators, urging them to support funding for gifted education 
in Illinois. Wasn't a new law passed? I'm confused as to the current status of any Illinois legislation regarding gifted 
students. 

Baffled by Bureaucracy 

When the funding designated for gifted ed was suddenly dropped over two years ago, along with the language regarding gifted 
education in the Illinois School Code, many of us were stunned. Thanks to those of you who made your voices heard by state 
legislators, the language was restored to the school code last year. All of the requirements stated in that new law, however, are 
contingent upon funding. Despite the valiant efforts of gifted students, their parents, and their teachers who waited, 
sometimes for hours, to testify last year at ISBE (Illinois State Board of Education) budget hearings, no funding has been 
restored. At the last hearing late in the spring of '06, an IAGC (Illinois Association for Gifted) board member in the audience 
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reported that, of the twenty programs listed that requested funding, additional funds were added to nineteen of them while 
only gifted education was left at the zero level of funding. At the end of 2005, the ISBE created an Advisory Council on 
Education of Gifted and Talented Children in compliance with the new gifted legislation. Sally Walker, Executive Director of 
IAGC, chairs the council which has met four times since February '06. The following is an excerpt from information shared by 
the Advisory Council in conjunction with ISBE: 

Q. 	What is the most current legislation in Illinois for gifted education? 

A. 	The most current legislation is Article 14A of the School Code (105 ILCS 5/Art.14A) 

This legislation and the proposed rules can be found at these websites: 

The legislation: http://www.ilga.gov/legistation/94/SB/09400SB0223eng.htm  

Proposed rules: (Part 227) http://www.isbe.net/rules/proposed/default.htm  

Q. 	What is the purpose of the legislation? 

A. 	This legislation will authorize funding for local gifted education programs that meet the requirements specified in the 
law when an appropriation becomes available. The legislation and rules may also serve as guidelines for local gifted 
programming. 

Q. 	Are the new gifted education rules different from the previous ones? 

A. 	Yes. Among changes from previous regulations, the proposed rules include: 

• Current national definition changes in the identification process 

• Teacher qualifications and professional development; 

• Provisions for addressing student diversity; 

Programming; and 

The funding is changed from a categorical (entitlement) grant funding to a competitive grant process. 

Q. 	How will students be served? 

A. 	Local school districts are permitted to design and develop gifted programs to meet the needs of their own gifted 
students. 

Q. 	What constitutes an exemplary gifted education program? 

A. 	The National Association for Gifted Children (NAGC) has developed Pre-K—Grade 12 Gifted Program Standards to assist 
school districts in refining the quality of their gifted programs (see www.nagc.org  ) 

Q. 	What constitutes quality curriculum for gifted students? 

A. 	According the Gifted Advisory Council, critical components of quality curriculum are depth, complexity, abstraction, 
and pacing. 

This legislation provides the details necessary to develop a comprehensive gifted education program in all Illinois school 
districts. Without funding, districts will not be required to hire trained teachers or even establish a program. State 
universities will continue to offer little, if any, coursework for pre-service and practicing teachers of the gifted as the 
lack of a mandate dismisses the need for such training. At the national level, Illinois is being used as an example of 
how quickly a state government can dismantle an educational program. IAGC has requested position statements on 
gifted education from the two Illinois gubernatorial candidates, but at this time, neither has responded. 

What will bring about funding for the new law? Illinois legislators and the governor must be convinced that Illinois' 165,000+ 
gifted kids deserve curriculum and instruction commensurate with their level of ability. As ISBE budget development deadlines 
loom in the next few months, advocacy efforts must start now. 

Thanks for your question, 

Julie 
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If you are interested in working on IAGC's current advocacy plan or would just like more information, contact one of the 
following co-chairs of the Advocacy Committee: 

Cathy Greene 	freenca@unit5.org  

Nancy Hertzog nhertzog@uiuc.edu  

Kris McElligatt kmcellig@comcast.net  

The 23rd  Annual Chicago International Children's Film Festival 

As told to Mindy Vlk, by Georgia Nelson (5 th  grade self-contained teacher) 

The self-contained 3-5 grades will journey into Chicago this October for the 2006 International Children's Film 
Festival. They'll have the opportunity to view some of the 220 films selected from 40 countries around the world. 
Georgia Nelson gives us some details: 

"The Children's International Film Festival provides us with a unique opportunity to attend one of the few film 
festivals for children's films anywhere in the world. We usually choose a program of selected shorts (short films) 
from a variety of countries that all have a similar theme. 

One positive outcome for our children is that they learn to view film more critically; to think about how the music 
adds to the message of the film, to notice how light is used to enhance the mood, to see how different camera 
angles achieve effects that contribute to the movie's theme. A second positive outcome is that students begin to 
develop a more global view—to see that cultures vary from our own and yet, we all have the same human needs." 

A terrific family outing, this year's festival runs October 19-29. Films will be shown in Chicago and Wilmette. Visit 
their colorful website at www.cicff.org  

A Window into the Extended Classroom 
Glyph Projects 

Fifth grade math students at Lines completed glyph projects. They kept track of the average amount of time spent 
doing things like listening to music, watching television, reading and working. Each activity correlated to a facial 
feature. Amount of time spent listening to music indicated the size of their glyph's right ear. Time spent watching 
television was the size of the right eye. Reading time determined size of the left eye. The length of nose was how 
much time they spent working. Overall, there were some huge noses on these glyphs. Draw your own conclusions 
from that! Students had a great time creating the glyphs in class the first few weeks of school. THey are now 
hanging outside of our classroom for the Lines students to enjoy. 

Sarah Giunchedi Lines 

Lewis and Clark Adventure 

We have started school off with a "Wow!" Thanks to a grant written by Kate Kelly and Mary Marks, the extended 
resource students at Hough had the opportunity to participate in a trip to the St. Louis area to commemorate the 
200th anniversary of the return of The Corps of Discovery (Lewis and Clark). We were able to speak to and visit 
with some of the crew that has spent the last two years re-enacting the expedition. We learned a lot from the 
many re-enactors at Fort Belle Fontaine and from the Lewis and Clark Museum at their point of departure, Camp 
River Dubois in Hartford. We attended the celebration of their return beneath the St. Louis Arch. While we were in 
the area, we explored Cahokia, a World Heritage Site. We climbed Monk's Mound while thinking of the city and 
culture that existed 1,000 years ago. We also enjoyed a visit to the Melvin Locks and Dam and The Great Rivers 
Museum. We collected "Missisouri" water to study later as we stood at the confluence of the Mississippi and 
Missouri Rivers. 

It was a wonderful opportunity to participate in history and to increase their interest and knowledge. 

Georgia Nelson Hough 
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Summer Fun! 

Extended Resource students at Sunny Hill Elementary were excited to continue their learning over the summer. 
The students attended classes from July 17th - August 11th from 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. They started their 
morning by having "breakfast with books". During this time the students engaged in group discussion and reflection 
around a read aloud book. The read aloud test was an avenue for further development of comprehension 
strattegies, literary devices, and literary elements. The children furthered their thinking about a test by 
independently reading a book and then sharing their insights and opinions about the book with their peers through a 
literature circle. Using a rich range of books, the children had quality book discussions. In math, the students 
enjoyed investigating math through exploration. They constructed their own meaning of mathematical concepts 
and enjoyed hands-on activities to help them along the way. They were active learners using their prior math 
experience and new conjectures to solve problems. Way to go Sunny Hill Extended Resource students! 

Lori Ford Sunny Hill 

BCGT Wants You and Your Ideas 
Jeanne Kelly 
Your membership dollars are very important to us, and we thank you very much for your support. Equally as 
important, we want your input as members. This year we are planning some new activities. Yes, we will still have 
our monthly meetings (typically first Monday of each month at the Library - check our website for details), and 
evening programs (first one is Wednesday, October 25th). We are also planning new activities for parents or 
parents and children to get together in an informal atmosphere. Our first activity was Coffee at Kaladis, which 
hopefully you had the opportunity to attend. We are also planning a pizza and games night, and contemplating 
other activities such as a book discussion group, a lending library of gifted resource books, a book sale and another 
coffee. Please send me an email if any of these activities are ones you would be interested in or if you have any 
other ideas, or better yet, come to our next meeting on Monday, November 6th and let's talk about your ideas. 

Hope to hear from you or see you! 

jeannekelly2005@sbcglobal.net . 

Thank you to these new BCGT Lifetime Members 
The Gangwal Family 	 The Ni Family 

The Ackermann Family 	 The Gavars Family 	 The Morin Family 

The B. Bach Family 	 The Gierlach Family 	 The Ordway Family 

The J. Bach Family 	 The Graham Family 	 The Ostrowski Family 

The Bakal Family 	 The Hewes Family 	 The Pfister Family 

The Bapst Family 	 The Howes Family 	 The Robbins Family 

The Barsness Family 	 The Johnson Family 	 The Singh Family 

The Bowyer Family 	 The Karande Family 	 The Solberg Family 

The Casaletto Family 	 The Kasiurak Family 	 The Spiess Family 

The Chandor Family 	 The Kelly Family 	 The Stahlberg Family 

The Chatterji Family 	 The Kortendick Family 	 The Sweeney Family 

The Church Family 	 The Lagoni Family 	 The Thondavadi Family 

The Civitello Family 	 The Laving Family 	 The Thorndyke Family 
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The Clifford Family 	 The Logue/Nyland Family 	 The Tobaa Family 

The Doshi Family 	 The Massimino Family 	 The Varwig Family 

The Durden Family 	 The McKellin Family 	 The Vence Family 

The Elias Family 	 The McVivkers Family 	 The Vlk Family 

The Elliott Family 	 The Mehta Family 	 The Wang Family 

The Featherstone Family The Fitzpatrick The Mena Family 	 The Yang Family 
Family 

Twelfth IAGC Convention 
The Twelfth Illinois Association for Gifted Children Convention is being held on February 4-6, 
2007 and will offer a variety of sessions on Monday and Tuesday. There are half-day or quarter-
day sessions organized around the following strands: Program Development, Social/Emotional, 
and Underserved Populations. In addition, special parent and educator workshops will be 
offered Sunday afternoon, as well as a Sunday evening session with Susan Jackson. Dr. Jackson 
is a counseling psychologist, District Gifted Coordinator, teacher, re-searcher, parent, and 
founder of the Daimon Institute for Highly Gifted, which is located in British Columbia, Canada. 
Her presentation is titled Down the Rabbit Hole - Growth and Development of the Gifted Child: 
A Parent's Primer. She will present important strategies which will help parents support the 
social and emotion development of their child. 

In addition, the sessions will include the latest update of advocacy for gifted education and 
what is going on in the Illinois legislature. Additional information is available on their website, 
www.iagcgifted.org . 

BCGT presents 

Identifying Your Gifted Child 

A Special Evening with JULIE LUCK JENSEN 

District 220's New Director of Extended Services 

Wednesday, October 25th at 7:00 pm 

at the 

Barrington Area Library 

Julie will provide insight into the District's 

Extended/Gifted Resource Programs including: 

• District's identification methods for extended 
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placement. 

• Your child's pathway moving through extended 

services from grade school to middle school to 

high school. 

• Julie's insight and vision with regards to the 

District's direction for extended services. 

• Question and answer session. Also present will be 

a gifted resources counselor from the high school. 

Send mail to kerr.joyce@gmail.com  with questions or comments about this web site. 
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