
COUNCIL OF BARRINGTON GARDEN CLUBS  

Minutes of September 19, 1978 

Maxine Borah, president, called the meeting to order 
at 9:05 AM. She reminded members that the last meeting 
in May had featured Laverne Jackson with a discussion 
of educational exhibits particularly with the library 
display cases in mind. 

New officers are Carol Vito, Treasurer and Penny Horne 
secretary. 

Carol Vito reported that there is $705.61 in the savings 
account and $544.71 in the checking account. Over the 
summer the only disbursement was for plants for the 
BOAOC.00G O  offices of $106.00. 

Mrs. Borah noted that all presidents and representatives 
of the 8 clubs had been contacted re the latter when 
B.A.C.O.G. had requested the contribution for their 
new headquarters. 

Little Garden Club has spent over $700 to purchase 
a 1t of books for the Library on gardening subjects 
as well as all books for the Flower Show Judges and 
Landscape Design Schools. 

Little Garden Club was also responsible for the 
Williamsburg exhibit in the library showcases and the 
arrangements for them done by Betty McLaughlin. Betty 
also did 2 arrangements for the Barrington Historical 
Society at their 10th anniversary openhouse on behalf 
of the Council. 

Mrs. Borah also thanked all member clubs for their 
help with the downtown flower boxes and their re-planting. 

She then introduced Fran Bagley and Steve Voorhess 
who represented the Ice House. Fran stated that the 
merchants had given the go-ahead to a flower show 
on their premises next year. 

Maxine Borah noted that our 8 clubs represent 2 different 
affiliations - The Garden Club of Illinois and The 
Garden Club of America. Therefore, in hopes of re-
presenting both of these interests, she had asked 
Noni Bard (America) and Claudia Mandabach (Illinois) to 
serve as co-chairmen. Noni can't because of out-of-
Illinois residence for so much of the year. Claudia 
is considering. 
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Our first item is to choose the chairmen. 
Then proceed as follows: 
Theme, Place, Time, and Schedule Committee 

Maxine noted that it takes one year to plan a flower 
show so either May or early June or September would be 
feasible. Ideally, we would choose a time when we 
could get plant material from our own gardens. 

The show would have to be 50% horticulture and 50% 
artistic design. Since there are no junior garden clubs 
in Barrington we might use 4-H as youth resource. We 
would also include educational exhibits with a minimum 
of commercial and public displays. 

Steve Voorhees stated that the depot move was finished. 
That will be the waiting room and lounge. There would 
also be shop additions on the north side of the existing 
building and additional railroad cars (Pullmans) would 
be added for dining with a mall between the existing 
and the cars themselves. Gene Peterson had given 8 -live 
a completion date of April, as of last week. 

Jane Minor asked if the lighting would be artificial or 
natural? Also there was concern regarding the air-
conditioning. Fran Bagley said it would be possible 
to leave it on during the nights of the show. 

Steve stated that there would be no pillars in the arcade 
to interfere with the staging of the flower show. 

Maxine suggested the possibility of having the artistic 
design classes in the existing structure and horti-
culture in the new area. She doubted if staging could 
be done in the shops although it would be interesting. 
Steve Voorhees suggested that it might be possible in 
the drops' windows. 

Carol McClintock stated that the key idea would be 
promotion which the Ice House would handle. 

Maxine Borah said there are high hopes for a preview night 
with cocktails and supper with Mary Galvin as a possible 
chairman. The show itself would last at the most 2 days. 
The preview would also be a means for raising extra dollars. 
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Carol McClintock asked if the preview night would 
exaf—de sale promotion for merchants? Cantigny was 
handled by invitation from 6-9PM. Maxine stated we 
would also send out invitations. 

Mrs. Borah suggested that the preview dinner be held 
either Friday, or Saturday. 

Fran Bagley said the new move with the Barrington 
Chamber of Commerce is for merchants to be open on 
Thursday nights. Steve suggested the preview be 
Friday night open all day Saturday and then close at 
3:00PM on Sunday. 

Mrs. Borah asked what support the Ice House and its 
advertising agency would propose. 

Mr. Voorhees said this would include: supportive 
advertising, alot of free publicity, press releases 
not to solely Barrington papers, also information 
distributed to the suburban papers (Trib or C.L. Herald) 
as well as display ads, posters, etc. 

Mrs. Borah asked if they could print the flower show 
schedules. Mr. Voorhees said "yes". Carol McClintock 
stated this should include a free printed abbreviated 
schedule for the general public that attends. 

As a theme Mr. Voorhees mentioned "The History of The 
Ice House". 

The show would have to include a minimum of 20exhibits 
in artistic design, 5 classes of 4 entries each; and 
20 exhibits minimum in horticulture. 

Carol McClintock said at least 12 classes in design. 
Should we ask for a spring or fall feeling from our 
clubs, she asked. Maxine said she believed that fall 
would be better. 

The general feeling was that fall was better, in mid-
September would be ideal. We need advertsing, programs, 
tickets, dinner invitations. In Cherry Vale some of the 
expenses were defrayed by the merchants. Would this 
be possible with the Ice House merchants? 

Steve suggested that the theme could possibly be co-
ordinated with The Barrington Historical Society using 
their sleigh, steam carriage, etc. for props. 
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Maxine raised the question of insurance and expenses. 
Prize ribbons would naturally be our expense. Steve 
is to consult with Gene Peterson on insurance. 

The dates would then be Friday, 9/14/78; Saturday,9/15/78; 
Sunday, 9/16/78 0  

Penny Horne then moved and Marianna Paulson seconded 
the following motion: The Council of Barrington Garden 
Clubs would hold a flower show at the Ice House in 
Barrington on the above dates with Sunday open as a 
decision to be made by the chairmen. 

Maxine Borah stated that if Claudia Mandabach accepted 
the co-chairmanship she should be allowed to choose her 
own co-chairman to work with her. We will have to have 
representatives from each club to serve on an initial 
committee to co-ordinate their members who will be working 
on the Flower Show. These people will meet at the 
descretion of the chairman. 

Each club was asked to prepare a list of people from 
their club who might be willing to help in a special 
capacity. The first meeting would be this co-ordinating 
chairmen to set up theme and schedule, or rather advise 
on it to the then appointed schedule committee and over-all 
chairmeu. 

Steve asked if this would be a money making project and 
Maxine replied only to cover costs. Steve said his 
agency would make a presentation to the Ice House 
ladies and report back to Maxine. 

Penny Horne noted the urgency of appointing a chairman 
in each club to get the ball rolling and represent 
each in a future possible meeting with Claudia. 

Maxine stated that in an initial discussion with Claudia 
she asked her to be chairman of scheduling, but she 
would also be willing to be co-chairman. 

Carol McClintock said these appointed representatives 
would be "Flower Show Rep" instead of "Chairmen" and 
they should be asked to research the talents of their 
club. Maxine said she wanted the "F.S.R." name by 10/1/78. 
Call either her or Penny Horne with that information. 
Then a meeting date will be set up with them. 

Penny Horne then reported on the Beautification pre-
sentation re the Hillside Avenue/Route 14 project, 
and the negative vote given it by the Village Board 
of Barrington in August. She asked that members continue 
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to support the effort in what ever way possible. She 
stills feels that the Council ended up in a backward 
position. The Board had approved in principle the 
expenditure of $14,000 for the landscape design and 
the Council's Beautification Committe choose the landscape 
design firm. Then at the Board meeting we ended up 
defending the dollar amount instead of the firm we 
chose. Mrs. Horne stated that Dean Maiben (Barrington 
Village Manager) was to contact her in a few weeks 
for another meeting with some of the people involved 
to see if steps can be re-traced and the situation 
reversed. 

The next meeting of the Council will be at Langendorf 
Park on Tuesday, November 14, 1978. 

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned 

Respectfully submitted, 

7 

Penny orne, Secretary 
Council of Barrington Garden Clubs 

cc/ Horne, P. 
Borah, M. 
Mandabach, C. 
Bagley, F. 
Voorhees, Sa 
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