
COUNCIL OF BARRINGTON GARDEN CLUBS  

Minutes of meeting of November 13, 2002 
Barrington Area Library  

Present were: 

COUNTRYSIDE GARDEN CLASS: Nancy Bohren, Polly Grafton 
COUNTRY HOME AND GARDEN CLUB: Kathy Coffman, Marijean 
Hislop, Marianne Lutz, Ellen Anderson 
FIELD AND FLOWER GARDEN CLUB: Caryl Johnson, Irene LaCesa, 
Lorraine Westcott 
THE GARDEN CLUB OF BARRINGTON: Donna Baker, Pat Ballot, 
Connie Bischof 
LITTLE GARDEN CLUB OF BARRINGTON: Elaine Wright, 
Betty McLaughlin 
GREEN.THUMBS: Joan Samuels, Darla Sapp 
VILLAGE PLANTERS: Dorothy Nelson, Jan Hilgers 
CONSERVATION; Sam Oliver 

President DorothyNelson called the meeting to order at 
9:40 AM and asked for a motion to approve the minutes of 
the September 11 meeting as mailed. A motion was made, 
seconded and passed. 

TREASURER'S REPORT:  Caryl Johnson 
Caryl passed out copies of her report for the period of 
9/11/02 to*11/12/02. The total - council assets are $4621.82. 
A motion was made to approve the report, seconded and passed. 

PRESIDENT'S ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
President Dorothy read a letter from Carol McClintock 
thanking the Council for the plaque denoting her the 
Council's Distinguished Member Award. 

Re: Christmas decorations. The club assignments will be 
the same as last year. Hopefully, every club knows what 
their assignments are. 

CLUB ANNOUNCEMENTS:  None 

STILLMAN:  Mark Spreyer 
Mark was not present. 

CFC:  Sam Oliver 
Sam Oliver stated that the 15th Anniversary celebration 
of Grigsby Prairie was a huge success, and she had a photo 
album to prove it. There were lovely pictures of many of 
the young people as well as the adults present. They had 
demonstrations that brought everyone close to the land. 



Page 2 ... 

Sam said that they had fabulous interns this summer and 
sent around copies of the CFC NEWSwhich reports on all 
the amazing things the CFC is accomplishing. Sam also 
distributed CFC book marks, and copies of an article 
from the Courier titled "GIVING SOMETHING BACK TO NATURE" 
which pictured two students collecting seeds from plants 
at Grigsby Prairie. The CFC works all winter as well. 
They have just finished seed collection and are now 
starting brush cutting ... to remove non-native brush. 

Sam showed us a loose-leaf book produced by the 
Garden Club of Barrington titled KEEPERS OF THE LAND! 
It is fabulous and the Garden Club of Barrington is to 
be complemented. A copy was presented to the Mayor 
at a BACOG meeting and will be distributed through the 
realtors in town. It has many how-to tips that will be 
helpful to newcomers. 

Sam continued talking about the doings of the CFC. She 
said that woodland restoration is most difficult of all to 
do. There will be more plantings next year. In the 
wetlands restoration they even introduced fish. Some went 
to Mississippi and brought back 5000 plants which were 
installed along the edges of the wetland. A Fox River 
Alliance has been formed. 

at 10:00 AM the meeting was turned over to Jan Hilgers, 
chairman of Barrington Area Beautification who was to 
distribute awards to the non-Chamber members. Jan welcomed 
everyone and introduced her co-chairman, Donna Baker. 
Jan told us what her committee does. How they go around 
many times during the summer checking the flowers and gardens, 
etc. Then they vote. 

The following awards were presented: 

Barrington Public Safety Facility: Excellence in Design 
The Garden Club of Barrington  -  Maintenance of Design 
Integrity for planting and maintaining the garden at the 
Public Library  - 
Tastefully Yours: Container Gardening  - 
Doering Landscape Company: Annual Plantings  - 
Barrington Hills Village Hall: Integration of Native Materials = 
St. Michael's Episcopal Church: Hardscapes  - 
Biltmore Country Club: Special recognition for exceptional 
design, color and maintenance  - 
PASQUESIS: Commitment to Beautification  - 
St. Matthew Lutheran Church: Maintenance of Design Integrity  -
Garden Club of Barrington: For planting and maintaining 
the Historical Society Garden Project  - 
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The rep from Pasquesis brought along a big pot with 
plantings for winter - beautiful Northwest Pines, etc. 
He also brought one container for us to raffle off! 
He said that the whole success is the maintenance of 
any plantings. Watering is so critical in the summer! 
He stated that Pasquesis wouldn't be who they are today 
if it wasn't for the garden clubs! The "one" Trustee 
in town does not feel that our flowers in town have any 
valuer He urged us all to talk to him - everyone. 
His mindset is not good for our community. Jan Hilgers 
then told about many of us going to the Board meeting 
that Monday eve in response to the article in the Herald 
stating that maintenance was vetoed out of the budget 
by Mayor Reagle. (An article in the Courier today --Nov. 14 -
stated that the Board may override Reagles veto at the 
next meeting.) 

John Heinz suggested that he enter our town in AMERICA IN 
BLOOM which is national. 

Dorothy thanked Jan Hilgers for an outstanding job. 

VILLAGE BEAUTIFICATION:  Kathy Coffman 
Kathy had a copy of the Herald article re cutting the budget 
for maintenance of the flowers in the Village. Kathy and 
ten of us that went to the Board meeting had hoped to change 
his mind at that time. Jan Hilgers, Kathy Ferguson spoke, 
and Kathy spoke articulately. Kathy just gave the facts, 
and the fact was that the village promised that they would 
maintain the plants if we did the planting. All villages 
recognize the importance of watering. 

Dorothy Nelson suggested that we submit -a petition to the 
Board asking that they override Reagle's veto. A petition 
was passed around to everyone. Dorothy suggested that we 
ask businesses for their shgnatures. 

Irene LaCesa brought up the subject of the Village having 
an Irrigation System for watering. She thought one would 
be close to $9000.00. John Heinz, director of Public Works 
in the Village, said that he has done some research on the 
subject and found that other communities abandoned their 
irrigation systems because they were prone to leak and they 
had to dig them up to repair them. They all decided it was 
better to water by hand. 

Daria Sapp suggested that our petitions should only be 
signed by people who live in the Village. John Heinz thought 
we could have separate petitions for people who live in the 
BACOG Area. Daria suggested that the Council send a letter 
to the Board - as well as all of us. We all should attend 
the meeting on November 25th; and get the petitions to Kathy 
by November 25th. 
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Sam Oliver suggested that the pot of greens Pasquesis just 
gave us be given to the Arts Council instead of raffling 
it off to one of us. If they sell it, they could give us 10%. 

NATIONAL GARDEN WEEK:  Marianne Lutz 
Marianne questioned the amount of her budget. Someone 
said that last year it was $150.00. She also needs to have 
a list of her volunteers. The presidents of each club should 
call her with the names. Marianne's assistant is to come 
from the Village Planters, but we don't yet know who it 
will be. 

ARBOR DAY: 	Jane Heidkamp 
Jane also questioned the amount of her budget. Last year 
we spent $375.00, but the seedlings were donated. Jane's 
assistant is to come from Field & Flower. We need two 
volunteers from each club. Each school gets a tree this 
year as we change every other year. We should ask the schools 
if they prefer a tree or a shrub. Daria Sapp said that the 
custodian of each school will do the planting. She recommended 
that we go with a native tree. Chairman Jane should have 
the names of the reps from each club by next MAY.  

COUNCIL STATIONiERY: 
Last meeting we didn't know where the stationery was. We 
now have what's left and will be kept with Secretary Ellen. 
The problem is that there issone box of second sheets, one 
box of envelopes and only several letterheads. Ellen has 
ordered 200 more letterheads from Barrington Print and Copy 
The order will be ready in one week. If anyone needs any, 
please call Ellen. 

NEW BUSINESS:  
Caryl Johnson questioned whether we need to have our members 
submit a budget for next year. Yes. They should have them 
a week before the January meeting. 

The meeting then was turned over to Patsy Mortimer who is 
one of Sam Oliver's assistants on the CFC. Patsy had a 
large plat of the plans they have for the property around 
the CFC farmhouse across from Good Shepherd Hospital. They 
have an acre of land. They have put in a gravel trail and 
plan to put in demonstration gardens along it with ideas 
that the average homeowners can use in their own gardens. 
Patsy asked if any of our clubs would be interested in 

planting one of the beds. Let Sam know. Next year is their 
50th Anniversary and would need to know by January. CFC would 
buy the plants, and watering would be needed only the first 
year because they will be native plants. She also could 
use our ideas. 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned 
at 11:25 AM.' Our next meeting is January 8, 2003 and 
refreshments will be by LITTLE GARDEN CLUB. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Open Letter to the Barrington Village President and the Board of Trustees 

I attended my first town meeting on Monday, November 11 th, and it wasn't at all what I 
expected. I came away feeling confused and frustrated. Before you vote on the budget, 
I'd like you to consider the following: 

We are all aware that the community wants to maintain a small-town atmosphere and yet 
we know that change is inevitable. So the task is to plan with intent for the control of that 
change so that we can protect our community-oriented village. 

Towns all over the Chicago area are making attempts to stay alive by refurbishing their 
downtowns. If we don't, the small town atmosphere will fall into decay because small 
businesses and home owners will go elsewhere. 

You very wisely did a study and came up with a plan. There probably are many ways to 
implement it, and it is your task to choose the best and most fiscally responsible first step. 

You took thatvtep with Streetscapes and judging from all the positive feedback I've 
heard you were very successful. In spite of all the construction, people in and outside the 
community are very complimentary and grateful for what you have done. 

Please don't take a step back now and lose all you have gained by discontinuing watering 
the beautiful plants and baskets which encourage us to walk the downtown area, relax on 
a bench as we drink a cup of coffee or eat an ice cream, or I might add, visit the shops. 

The first step will make the second step more attainable. 

Looking at it from a financial viewpoint, the old adage applies, "sometimes you must 
spend a little money to make a lot of money." 

The community is ready to work with you and help to make Streetscapes a success. 
Please give us a chance. Don't cut its budget! 

Respectfully, 

Avalee Mowry 
210 Cold Spring Road 
$47-381-0085 
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