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September 15th couldn't have been a more perfect day for CFC's Volo Bog Exploration. 
,. \ On the crisp, clear Saturday morning members, friends, and families gathered at the 

new CFC office for coffee, juice and donuts. Armed with cameras and binoculars, we 
loaded the bus, ready for our trip to the bog. 

The first stop was the visitor center where site interpreter Alexia Trzyna gave a 
brief talk on the formation of the bog. As we walked along the trail, our guide 
stopped and pointed out various highlights of this unique environment, including 
tamaracks, various ferns, and poison sumac. The various stages of succession were 
evident as we walked along the wooden boardwalk that kept us afloat in the bog. 

After "bogging," we wandered back to the visitor center and by complete surprise 
came upon a nest of young garter snakes. Three adventurous snakes posed for 
pictures by poking their heads up through a hole in the ground and watching humans 
while we watched them. To add to the intrigue, a leopard frog appeared on the 
scene. Though he caught their attention, he did not constitute their lunch. We 
did, however, have ours, at the picnic tables, before heading back to Barrington. 

--Sue Allman 

SATURDAY SESSIONS 

The first "Saturday Session," a nature study class for children sponsored by 
Citizens for Conservation, was held October 27 at Crabtree Nature Center. Twenty-
two fourth through sixth graders and their parents gathered on a gusty, unusually 
warm morning to study the fall bird migration. After some indoor research activi-
ties, participants moved outside and walked to three different trail points where 
naturalists were stationed. 

Sightings included kinglets, cowbirds, scores of noisy geese dropping down to 
Crabtree Lake, ruddy ducks, green-winged teal, short-billed dowitchers, greater 
yellowlegs, great egret. As is the case with any bird outing, other special 
observations were made, most notably a muskrat and a mink in Sulky Pond. 

Naturalists for the bird class were Ray Kath, Mark Spreyer, and Wendy Paulson. 

The next Saturday Session will be held on Saturday, January 26, also at Crabtree. 
The subject will be animal tracks. Details will be included in a flyer and in 
the local papers. 
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DEBRUSHING OF WAGNER FEN 

If you have driven by the Wagner Fen in Tower Lakes recently, you may have noticed 
some activity or an altered appearance. CFC contracted with the Environmental 
Services Divison of Davey Tree Company to remove the bulk of woody plants invading 
the fen. Hopefully, the attack on alien species by professional brush crews will 
give the native fen vegetation an opportunity to strengthen its claim on the land-
scape. The employment of professionals in no way eliminates the need for continuing 
volunteer stewardship. It simply gives us a big edge in what before seemed almost 
a hopeless battle against non-native plant encroachment. 

40 BOOK BROWSING 

We'd like to include in our newsletter, as a regular feature, a review of 
recommendable reading with a focus on conservation and/or nature. If you come 
across a book or article that you'd like to recommend to others, drop a note to 
the office including title, author and a sentence (or more) of description. 

We offer this beginning selection as titles to consider for Christmas giving: 

Sacred Cows at the Public Trough, by Denzel and Nancy Ferguson (paper, $8.95) 
"The truth of the matter is: no industry or human activity on earth has destroyed or 
altered more of nature than the livestock industry." So write the Fergusons, whose 
book presents a history of the livestock industry's use of western lands in a lively 
and interesting manner. The authors describe the transformation of western eco-
systems of rich biological diversity into grazing slums and identify the costs to 
the public for repairing the damage done to fragile topsoil. They also substantiate 
the "senseless slaughter, at taxpayers' expense, of predators" (e.g. between 1937 
and 1970: 23,803 bears, 7,255 mountain lions, 477,104 bobcat and lynx, 2,823,056 
coyote, 50,283 red wolves). 

The Fergusons conclude that it is time for the citizens of this country to take 
charge of the management of public lands, particularly those being damaged by 
overgrazing. 

-- Frank Spreyer 

Reading the Landscape of America, by May Theilgaard Watts (Macmillan, cloth and 
paper) 
In the preface to the most recently published edition, Mrs. Watts wrote, "The land 
offers us good reading, outdoors, from a lively unfinished manuscript....My hope is 
that you who read this book will close it, and go outdoors to read from the original." 

The book has become an ecology classic. Severdl chapters focus on the Midwest and 
one explores the history behind the school house on Algonquin Road near Route 25, 
used until recently as the station for the Barrington Hills Police. The book is 
lively and instructive throughout. W.P. 

Adventures with a Hand Lens, by Richard Headstrom (Dover Books, paper, $3.95) 
Headstrom is a former associate curator of the New England Museum of Natural History. 
He has assembled in this book fifty adventures in close observation, focusing on a 
wealth of natural phenomena, from feathers to insect antennae to rock crystals. The 
narrative abounds with detail and considers broad natural processes and principles. 
Suitable for curious naturalists of all ages. W.P. 

Animal Builders, Climbers, Jumpers, Swimmers, Runners, by Kenneth Lilly 
A series of five board books designed for babies, but appealing to older children, 
too, because of the excellence and detail of the illustrations. 
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The Sound of 

Learning 

Er) Think the noise level 
in your class is high? 

The sound of smashing alu-
minum may not be music to 
your ears, but Dwight Dick 
doesn't mind. He and his 
sixth graders at Countryside 
School, Barrington Illinois, 
run a business called Alumi-
num Allies, Inc. Each Tues-
day at 9 A M. they open their 
doors for business and pay 
cash for cans brought in by 
schoolmates. On an average 
day, they collect, test for 
aluminum content, smash, 
and weigh-in about 20 pounds 
of cans, which are sold to a 
metal scrap yard nearby. 

What to do with the mon-
ey? Pay back start-up loans? 
Spend more money on ad-
vertising? Buy a new con-
tainer to hold smashed cans? 
Each Wednesday the com-
pany calls a business meet-
ing to decide. Other issues 
are raised as well. Should 
stock be sold to students in 
other grade levels? Should 

only stockholders get to vote 
or should non-stockholder 
workers also have a vote? 
Who uses recycled alumi-
num? Where can we see alu-
minum being melted down? 
"The two sessions per week 
teach kids a lot more than 
the value of recycling," says 
Dwight. "Throughout the 
week we find that we relate 
almost every curriculum 
area to our business. Even in 
the middle of a language arts 
lesson, our business creeps 
into the discussion. The 
sound of smashed pop cans is 
the sound of learning!" 

INSTRUCTOR, September 1984 
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SLIDES WANTED 
In preparation for a symposium on the Barrington countryside, the education 
committee is looking for slides of Barrington area landscapes 15 or more years 
ago. If you have any such slides or photographs that you are willing to share, 
please call Sam at 382—SAVE. All materials will be returned. 

4 
RECYCLING CENTER REMINDER 

Citizens for Conservation's Recycling Center, at the east end of Lake Street in 
Barrington (behind the new First National Bank building) accepts NEWSPAPER (no 
junk mail or magazines) and GLASS -- amber, green and clear. The center is open 
24 hours a day for your recycling convenience. 

Remember to recycle--and remind your friends and relatives! 
Barrington recycling center 

SONG OF THE SKY LOOM 

Oh, our mother the earth 	-4e. 
Oh, our father the sky 
Weave for us a garment of brightness 
May the warp be the white light of morning 
May the weft be the red light of evening 
May the fringes be the falling rain 
May the border be the standing rainbow 
That we may walk where birds sing 
Where grass is green. 

--Tewa Indians 
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Night after night the geese 
came lumbering in in the dark 
with a clangor and a whistling 
of wings. 

—Henry David Thoreau 

Citizens for Conservation, Inc. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS ANNOUNCEMENTS ANNOUNCEMENTS ANNOUNCEMENTS ANNOUNCEMENTS 

NEW OFFICE HOURS FOR STAFF DIRECTOR 

Beginning the week of November 5th, the Staff Director's hours in Citizens for 
Conservation's office (upstairs at the BACOG building, 132 West Station Street) 
will be 9-Noon Wednesdays and 12:30-3:30 Thursdays. As always, the green and 
white CFC wind sock billowing from the second floor window will indicate that 
Sam Oliver is in the office, eager to show you around. 

We are receiving offers of volunteer help, and always welcome more. Nature is 
full of niches, "A special place or position allotted to a person or thing." 
Call Sam at the office (382-SAVE) or speak with a board member or committee 
chairperson to find and fill your special niche within the increasing activities 
of CFC! 

DATE SET FOR ANNUAL MEETING 

Please mark your calendars for Citizens for Conservation's Annual Meeting on 
Thursday, January 31st at Barrington Hills Country Club. Fine food, facts, fun, 
fellowship, the Fen 	details to follow. 

CFC NEWS DEADLINE 

Please have your contributions for the next issue of CFC News in the office 
by January 5, 1985. 
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