Courrieres, the scene of the recent
catastropbe, is in Pase de Calals,
nurl.'hern France, elghteen milea dls-

Bethune. It has a popula-

Uﬂﬂ H 3390, 1t s In the center of
Fraoce's greatest coal district. This
idigiriet has an area of 190 square
imiles, and employed In it are 20,000

hands. The amount of coal mined ao-
pually Is 5000000 fons. Coal was
first discoversd here in 1717, at Tres-
nes. For centuries the district around
Courrleres has been promioent in Its
manufsctures, and the almost Inex-
haustible beds-of coal will secure it

M BENEFITS

,| TORM BE
GHICAGD TRADE

Cold Weather Creates De.
mand for Winter Wear-
_Ing Apparel.

SPRING BUYING IS SUSTAINED

Country Marchants Laying In Good
Stocks to Supply Meeds of Custom-
ers, Indicated by Reports Direct
From Farmers.

Chicago dispatch: The weekly re-
rlew of Chicago trade by R. 0. Dua
& Co. follows: “The belated arrival
of stormy weather atimulated demand
In lines which Lad lagged somewhat.
Its effect was not severe enough to In-
terfero with coneirsetion and trans
A better demand followed

that for to come,

MINES OF THE SBHAFT VARIETY.

Some at Courrieres Extended Far into
the Ground,

Conl mines are divided Into two
kinds, the drift mine and the shaft
mine. The ¢rift mine Ls dug Into the
side of the hill and exterds by very
slow degrees downward. The coal is
brought to the surface Ia Nitle cars
drwn on narrow gauge ralls by don-
keys,

These mines sometimes extend fa-
ward for over a mile In one direction.

The Courrleres mines are mostly of
the shaft varlely, however.  Bowe of
these shafts are vory deep. On the
day of the explosion men wers heard
ealling for help from & depth of nearly
balf a mil

The miners fn France do not use
the safety lamps that many mining
concerns Ia the United States now
compel thelr employes to use, These
lamps are little metallic oll-burning
affalrs afxed to the miners” hate. The
fame Ignites from a cotion wick, and
will bura bour after hour.

Not erem the elernal vighance of
the fire boss can prevent & holneanst
It the mipers themeelves beeome care-
less,

In the Courrleres mines thefe are &
great many condemped “pockéle” as
they are called. Those pockefs at one
time or apother become filled with
fira damp and the miners were warned
not to go near them.

One rumor as to the canse of the
exploslon is that a’miner, elther care
loss or |gnorant of what he was do-
ing, opened n condemied pocket, mis-
taking it for an air chamber. [n such
a case there would be an instantane
ous explosion. The detonatlon would
cause the other pochels lo explode
and the oxploslons would continue
while there was any fire damp I th
mine.

The topography of the stricken dis-

triet fe very irregular and very mach |

resembles that of Allegheny county.
Pa. The district Is thickly populated,
and but & few miles out of the lin

of travel of the multitude of tourists |

who ihrong morthern France every
year,

The mining population is not made
np principally of Freachmen any more
than the mining population ia the
United Staten is made up of Amerl
cans. Poles and Hungarians, an well
as a Hberal sprinkling of ltallans and
Russians, for the most part make up
Courrleres’ population.

The town Is gloomy, smoky and un-
eightly, and does not offer much o
the sightsecr o recompense bim for
his vialt. Jt s pot mentioned in
Basdeker or in any of the other prom-
Ineat gulide books. It has one admir
able statue dediested to Jean de Mont.
morency, however,

Queens Taller Than Their Conssrts.

There hardly Is a king In Christen-
dom to-day wife does nol ovar-
top him by & head. King Edward ts
six Inches shorter than Queen Alex-
andra. The czar Is overiopped a full
head by the czarina. Kalser Wilhelm
15 of the medium belght, but the Ger
man empress I8 tall. and that is why
the kalser will never comsent to be
photogra; beside his wife unless
she sits while he stands. The king of
ltaly hardly comes up to the whoul
ders of Queen Helena. The king of
Portugal, though fatter, is less tall
than his gueen. The quesn of Den-
mark towers above her royal spouse.

B

Bpeaker's Mind Wandered.

Bpeaker Cannon ealled the housgfo
order the other day and sald as usual'
“The chaplain will offer prayer.” Rev.
Mr. Couden 1o do so and
meantimo Mr. Camnon allowed his
to stray away to the considers-

GROWING POWER OF THE WEST.

Wil Scon Push East in Population

for fuel and heavy apparei.
“Manufacturing procecdd  stoadily,

the leading producers 6 irom and

Reel having all the work which can

and
People of the Enst are apt to over-
loak the fact that there Is & great and
growing Weat, 'y do mot realize
ikat &l some time not far distant this
socilon will b competlng with the
East In populatlon and In commercial
supremacy. To the thonsands of
Americans who are familiar with Bu-
rope but to whom Californla, Oregon
and Washingtos are names and noth-
ing more the term “Golden Gate” In
withont meaning. “Puoget sound® indl-
cative of nothing but distasee. They
do not know that In the land whers
rolled the Oregon and  heard “no
sound gave I8 own dashing” there has
sprung up a life more virlle than thelr
own, from haviag still the Inspiration
of youth and the uplift that comes
when ambition realizes that there are
worl Fer lo conquer. The West I
a glant; it does not beg favors: it
does mot ask for recognition, but it
forees the recogulilon by the expand-
Ing power of Its own splendid vitality,
= Philadelphin Ledger.

while there Is mors
emn to Increase output In ear bulid-
lng, farm [mplements, hoavy machin-
ery and electric wupplies.

Lake Frelght Accumulates.

“An accumulation of freight awalts
the opening of lake navigation, and
vessel owners are pushing their prep
arations for heavy carrying. Farm re
ports Indicate that spring work and
the markeling erops are delayed by
the heavy weniber, but the growing
eropa stand weil, the snowfall afford.
fng prot agalnst freezing.

“Istr trade is strengthened
by conditlons which mainly faver the
outlook for spring  business, ship-
ments remalolng exceptlonally heavy
and eurrent buying belng well sus-
falped. The jobblog market ws
unusual activity, many interlor buy
ers belng present who make liboral
purchases fn thoe prineipal staples.
This month's eales thus far exceed
tose for the same period last year,
the galn belog conspicuous |n dry
mdl. footwear, furnliure and men's

SARRIEN LONG IN PUBLIC LIFE.

Becond Time MNew French Premler
Hi in Cabinet.

M. Jean Barrien, head of the pew
Fronch eabinet, hag been & power In
French political llfe for fifteen years
There have been few minlsterial crises
in which he bas mot been consulled,
The Inst time that he held office was
in 1898, when at the request of bla
friend, Brisson, he, with some reluct
ance, consented to acecpl ke perilous
post of minister of justice at the time

of (he Dreyfos controversy. As such
he instituted the proceedings in the
upreme court, which resulted in the
uashing of the first trial and In the
x-captain belng  bromght back to
France to stand irlal ancw st Renoes,
He is & man of 6&, a lawyer, born of
middle class provinelal family, and
uring the war with Germany wos
the eross of the Legion of Henor by
ehllantry under fire as captain of Mo
bijen. Hé han represented his native

dlstrict of the Baone et Lolre without
interruption for mearly thirty years ia
the chamber of deputles.

English Nobility in Trade.

English nobllity has many matters
on Ita mind i days. It wishes to
keep busy above all things and there
are Individoals who are looking for
gold galore by golog lnto trade. Car
pet weaving 1s the Iatest Industry to
be Inveded by thess “distingulabed”
persons bent upon adding to locomes
or fnding work for thelr tesantry.
Foremost among them ls the Duchess
of Butherland, who has started looms
at Helmsdale, In Butherlandsbire, In
order 1o help the women affected by
the decline in the Highland fsheries.

& purely business speculation the
Earl of Pembroke and the Barl of Rad
nor have opened & carpet factory
Wilton. They bring to that admirable

a cultivated taste and the
beautiful things which they promise Lo
turn out will be sought by devotees of
the life luxurious,

Stomach Met 3 NHecessity.

While the value of a good stomach

in undoubted, fortunately, says Prof

H. J. Paterson, Nuhnuablowl.u-

penss with this organ, as most of Its
b can

“There are also Ilarge dealings In
woolens, food products, clothing and
Eeteral bardware,

Railroad Earnings Increass,

“Earnings of the Chiengo rallroads
show additlonnl gains over the cor-
responding week of 1305 a loss of
graln tonmage belog more than offset
by increased transportation of gener-
al merchandise and faciory “products.
he total movement of graln at
this port mgeresated 5,389,974 bushels,
agalnst 6681056 bushels last week
End $3EL204 bushols a year ago, the
decline belng mostly sccounted for by
lower receipts.  Live stock recelpts,
315,706 head. compare th 269,303
head last week and 317,057 head in
1905, Hides recelved agaln are com-
parativaly  small, 2176241 pounds,

1

meainst 35,835,000 foet last week and
FLB84.000 feet & yoar ngo,

“The markets for foodstnffs
moderate Improvement In the e
masd. Compared with the closings
& week ago prices galned In oats %
sent per bushel, corn 1% cents, wheat
b cents, lard 12%conts, riba 2% cents
and porl cents, but doclined In
Sogs & cenis and heavy caitle and
sheep 10 cents.

“Fallures in  the Chicago district
aumber 29, agninst 2§ last week and
25 & year ago.”

GOES AFTER LUMBER DEALERS

Evidence of Alleged Combine Bought
by Government.

Jackson, Miss, dispatch: The
United States government s about to
fake a hand in the fnvestigation o!
the alleged lumber trust in this statd
Chalrman McAllister of the jolat

dpy rocelved a letter from the ttor-
uey genernl of the United States, which
says: "It sppears that the combina
tion s operatisg In viclation of the
Eberman antfirust acl. [ should ap-
preciate It very much If you will fur-
nish this depariment with a copy of
your report, together ‘vil.h the testl
mony taken befors legialati

u basis for an independent
investigation by the federsl govern-
mant.”

EARTHQUAKE KILLS OVER 1,000

Wundreds Injured snd 1400 Hsuses
Destroyed on Formosa.

Tokle ecablegram: Advices from
Talboku, capltal of Formosa, state
that the earthquake on that lsland
was more sevious thar st first report
ed. In the prefecturs of Kagl alone
1400 houses were completely de
stroyed, 1,014 porsons killed -nd Iii

dlers are safe. We are sending them
o Tainan. Tralns betwosn Kagl and
Horoka have siopped ™

aystem, which he calls be by other

wickness of the hand” This tromble Lparts of the alimentary canal. Tt has Aock River on

Is Indicated by the sudden persplra’| been shown that dogs may galn in | Bterling, NL, dispaich: The food
mummaummam}\mmmuumm situstion om RMock i s again
victim each time he sees an soqualst: | after removal of the entire stomach, | alarming and the wagon bridgge gt
ance with whom he Is about to shake | while the elaborats observations made | Lyndon, Prophetsiown and Erie are
hande Sometimes the perspiration | on a patient prove that the same holds | in danger of destruction and the
will a1l In large drops from ihe Ups | good of human mu Untll some | bridge at Hillsdale bas been danger
of the fingers. None of the other parts | other cure for cancer is ously Tl of acres
of the body shows similar symptoms. | wide removal Is the ideal operation. ' are again under waler.

8T Nlﬂlﬂ" OR DAY,

m& Ireitat wn u—u-uwlr
gan te F Wendarful Re-
emedies,

wult from l'.uﬂum R
“About the latter part of July my
whole body began to fteh. I did not
take much motice of It at first, but It
began to get worse all the time, and
then I began fo get uneasy and tried
all kinds of baths and other ramedios
that were rocommended for skin hum.
but I worse all the time.

y Bair began to fall out and my
mln itched all the time. |

night, just as soon s 1 would
In bed and got warm, my whola body
would begin to lich and my finger
nalls would keep It Irritated, and it
was not before 1 not rest
nlght or day. A friend asked me
to try the-Cutlcura Homedies, and [
did, and the fArst applleation helped
me wonderfully. For ‘about four
weeks [ would take a hot bath every
night and then apply the Cuticura
Olntment to my whole body; and I
kept getting better, and by the time
I used four bozes of Cutleura I was
entirely cured, and my halr stopped
falling out. D, E. Blaskenship, 319
N. Del. Bt Indlanapolis, Ind., Oet 27,
10085."

HAS "_lY!RVll‘W! WITH EPIRITS

Noted French Author Claims Powers
a Medium,

Bardot asserts that he s & highly
sepsltivg  and  effective  splritualist
mediam; that he b ad frequent In.
terviews with splrits of friends who
are dead, and that he has  recelved
messages, splrita gulding his band to
write them as they were communicat-
ed to him.  He haz a collectioh of
many drawings he has made, the spir-
Its  guiding his pencil—strunge faces
of angels, of demons, human Bgures
tolling up dark. steep hills.  while
ahead of them supernatural belngs
Hght the way or see obstacles in the
path. The playwright he cannot
and does not attempt to explain these
visliaticos, this guldance. But he Is
roavinced of the objective really of
the spirit world and of ita desire and
power to enter [oto relatlons with Iﬂlv
manity.

ARDUND THE WORLD.

A trp around the world in these
modern times, ls no extrsordinary
event, but to go around it on the
traing and steamers of one company,
i# an event that esmnot but arouse lo-
terest. For the first time in history,
tho earth has been girdled by the
ships and tralos of one trangportation
company—the Canadlan Facific Rall-
way.

On Janmary 18th, several passen-
gers left Montreal on the Short Line
Express of the Canadlan Pacliic Rall-
way, for Bt John. N. B they arrived
at that port on the moraleg of Janu-
ary 20th, where they boarded the Can-
ndian Pacifie  Rallway Co's Steam-
ship “Lake Champlain™ for Liverpoal,
from which port another Canadian
Paclc . Rallway Co's Steamer. the
“Monteagle” took them on February
Gth to Hong Kong, on the other side
of the world, The “Monteagle's” fArst
port of call wap Cardiff, Wales, where
she took on her cargo. Cardilf was
the Anal port of departure from the
British Ieles, and salling from that
port on February 12th, the vessel ls
scheduled to prrive at Heng Kom
on April §th., Ten days after reaching
Hosg Kong, the Canadian Pacific

Rallway Co's Bteamer, “Empress of

Indla” will carry these passengers lo
Vaneouver, ¥ing there on May Bth,
the Imperfal Limited train of the
adian Paclfic Rallway, will bring
them scross the comtlnent, over the
mnjestic Rockies, and the great fast
filling pralries of the Canadlan West.
and around the Northern rock bound
shores of Lake Superior to Montreal,
#o that under ordinary elrcumstances,
they should resch home on May 13th
next,

The March number of “Ferming” s |

an Inspiration to begin work, and to
improve on some of the,old ways of
dolng thinge. The cover design—a
Plowing Scemne—Is typieal of what |
tolng on all over the country. Two
pages are devoled to the Month's Op
portunities, and the varlous depart
ments of farm e are covered In
timely motes by authoritles ln thelr
special lnes

A magnificent sieel engraving of
Hagerman Pass, the moat famous
mountain pass |n Colorado, has been
I by the Colorado Midland Rall
This engraving is 26340 lnches
and sultabl r framing.
sant to any address on recelpt of 15
canta In stamps by C. H. Speers, 0.
P. A, Denver, Cola.

Black Dlamonds Exempt.
Dinmopds had just gooe up again.
Bulll the houssholder dld mot despalr.
“Perhaps these barons doa't know,”
be reflecied, “that ccal I3 carbon.
tod.*

Fhaks Ints Teur Shoss
Allen's Foot-Ease, s powder, 11 cures pain-
fal, narvous fest
nalls. Vs the ‘m
of Vhe nge shoss sany. A
certaln m for nn\hl feek, Sold
Druggists, Trisl

A&-LIMBN’.F-

Taken by Surprise.

“Maw, when did you frst get aec
qualnted with paw?"

“Bevera] yoars after T married him,

boar” st band
1 to releass the fow! amd record her
e LV .11 tha farmer wishes to keep
™ Gurtaid Toa, an tndividual record of his poultry he
jve I8 b the beat purifier | will have to work up soma other plar
Jmown Eh cures alck headuchs, regulates | rather than that of the trap nest.
%H-ﬁ O, Brook- FEIETET R
N Y i Dont neglect [Ne calves.

RSN —
Lots of men labor by walting for
muh‘n” i

only be abtalned by pere breeding. As
soon as Plymoath Rocks are
with other breeds they begin to proey

duce off-colored egge. Now and then
& hen will ba found having but litele
blood In her other than Plymouth
Rock and yet producing a white esx.
Such hess are eliminated from the
flocks when they are discovered. The
color Is a fancy point but it s one
that must be consldered by the map
that wants to get the most for his
eEEL.

Bheep as Manurs Spreaders.
Bpeaking of manare spreadors, thers
Is nothing o cheap and effectusl as a
of sheep as handled at “Miller
ton,” where they come lato the barns
adjolning the pasture at will to eat of
the hay thrown off the mow in the
racks each side the Inner walls of the
bara. 1 bave just walked out over the
pasture where one flock of 140 have
the ron, and it would seem they have
remafned bat a few nights i the barg
this winter, as the more eclevated
places are sprinkled over with tlulr
dropplags, just as it should
malntaln the fertility of the latl IM
& beavy growth of grass durlng sum-
mer. Bome of these felds have been
in pasture tweaty years and are Im-
proving or malntalsing more grass
than formerly. The sheep are mot
“running down® elther, as is often said
to be the case by those who probably
overstocked thelr pastores.—lL M. Mik
ler, Grant Co, Ind

Bolting Foad,
An lnstructor In an agricultural
eollege  says: Bolling _ the food
er gulpleg it rapidly and with-

out sufficlent uuuueu!m u almn
Injurioun to ol orses
acquire this as a Illlllt, und Il |l hard
to overcome. One of the best moth
ods of preventing It Is to spread the
greln over m large area, ns on the
bottom of & manger, o that the horse
eannot easlly obtain large mosthfuls
There are Iron feed-boxes divided lnto
small compartments that sccomplish
the same results. Smooth round
stones the slize of » man's fst can be
vinced lo the ordlnary féed box, s
that the horse Is compelled to nose
them over in order to get the graln
Animals that balt thelr feed should
be given ground feed.

Farm Accounts Difficult.
I am sorry to say that the farmers

do mot payr fmuch  attestion
to matter  of  keeplag
farm  accounts. accounts

are kept they comprise chiefly the buy-

rived from I However, It s not gen-

erally dome. I do mot know (hat |

could make any suggestions as o the

“tmp in thiy matier—C D

Smith, Edgar County, IIL

———

Smuts In Foods.

Orasses and grala often econ-

'Nah fungus most Mtuuf ll.lul!
rolated gralns

e and
m!u of this 'w-rrod e to -J-
mals |s lkely to produce In them ¢
disense called ergotlsm. In this dis
easq the blood vessels of the extremi
ties contract to such an extent that

quantities, however, It la ll'klly to
cause indigestion—The Care of Ami
male

Trap Nests.
The trap mest Is = good thing
the erperiment station and

ith the
‘Osmpliss it th .:.::Mum

Machinery Is the cornerstone of
modern soclely, the very foundation
on which law, sclence, ethics, the arts,
even the state Itsclf, rests. It Is wo
new that we do mot yet know its
poetry. We do mot yet understand.
Only two generations ha Ived be-
#ide the bighway of steam, only one
has seen the Bessemer converter
transformr the blacksmith into  the
master bullder of ships and towers.
The sewing machine, the far speaker,

typewriter, are common things of

ay, accepted as & matter of dally
convenlence, and yet are they toach-
era af the people. Machines that come
clote to our lives and homes Insen-
#ibly teach truth, precision, the adjust-
A of unlversal laws to human
noods, resgect for that Amerlean
Idea that labor saved Is labor released
for higher mnd pobler ol The ma-
chine is the head master 16"the high
neliool !hc,rﬂn«:ghur]el Barnard

T, g ;!

In The

Waore Bonnet Fifty Years.

Mre. MacClean died the other day
at ‘New Ross, county Wesford, at the
are of ninetynlna. At a recent ex-
ulbithon at New Ross a black straw
bonnet that had beem worn by Mre. ©
MacClean for fifty comsccutive years
without a chamge of shape or trim-
on vlew.
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Plan suatue to Gal. Curry,

Congressman Bowle of Alabama in
a few days will introduce a G§l] pro-
vlding for the erection in  Statuary
ball, Washington, of a statute to Col.
J. L. M. Curry, the noted southern
philambropist and educaior, Should
the measure come (0 & voie the houss
of reprezentatives will have a chance’™
to say whether It will permit such
honor to the memory of a Confeder-
ate soldier, Col. Curry's fame as &
philantkroplst Is wildesproad, but he
Is perbaps better remembered as an
alde to Géns. Whecler end Jackson
during the civi] war. Should consent be
given, Alabama stands ready to far
olsh the mosament. *

Increase in Railroad Earnings.

One hundréd and fifty miflions of
dollars is a large sum for any indus
try to earn In one year, and yet this
sum, greal as it Is, represents not the
gross earnings but the Incressed eqrn.
ings of the rallroads In this couffiry
last year. W] the buslocss of the
people of Amerlea amounts (o may be
imagined from the fact that they pald
$150,000,000 more momey for frelght
charges in 1905 than they did in 1804,
It-takes a greal many tons of freight
at an average of 1 cent per tom por
mile to plle up $150.000.000, aad that,
as above noted, Is not the amount of
business dome, buot merely the In-
croase of that business in 1905 as com.
pared with 1904, And the rallroads
are not doing all the carrylug for the
American people by a long chalk—
Phlladelphia Evening Telegraph.

GRAND TO LIVE,

And the Last Laugh ls Always the
Best.

“§ix months 1 would have
laughed at the that there could
be snything better for a table berer
age than coffee,” writes an Ohlo wom-
an—*pow | langh to know there (s

“§ince childhood I drank coffee as
treely as amy other member of the
tamily. The result was a puny. slek-
iy glrl, and as | grew lato womanhood
1 did not gain in bealth, but was af
ficted with beart trouble. s weak and
disordered stomach wrecked nerves
and & general breaking dowsn, til last
winter, at the age of 38 1 seemed to
be on the verge of eonsumption. My
friends greeted me with “How bad yoo
took! What a terrible color!” and thls
was pot very comforiing.

*The doctors and patent mediclnes
d14 me abaolutely no good. [ was
thoroughly discouraged.

"ﬂun I_gave up colffes and  com-

eed Postum Mee. At first

l didn't lke i, but after a few Irhll
acil

and my Derves became and
Ok i lo take an inlerest

things about me. Housework and
became &




