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HOWLING FOR COYOTES 
-- Mark Spreyer 

As a suburban dweller, I doubt I have to tell you 
that you're sharing your lot with wildlife. All kinds 
of wildlife. Both predators and prey, carnivores and 
herbivores. That's one of the reasons many people 
moved to the suburbs. 

However, when it comes to predators•such as the 
coyote, some suburbanites are a bit nervous particu-
larly when they hear unsubstantiated stories, from 
a neighbor or acquaintance, about what coy 
otes have allegedly done. 

Having worked as a naturalist, I know 
that members of the public are often mis-
taken. For instance, while researching owls 
in northern Minnesota, a local told me of 
a dead -  wolf by the side of the road. I went 
with him to see this wolf. It turned out to 
be an unlucky golden retriever. 

While running Chicago's Peregrine 
Falcon project, the Military Police at 
Ft. Sheridan called me about an injured 
falcon. It was a crow. Then, there 
was 'the famous "black panther" 
that was reported to the S. 
Barrington police not long ago. 
Black panther? More likely, a 
well-fed tabby. 

Before continuing, let's review a few 
coyote facts. They range in weight from approxi-
mately 24 to 46 pounds. Cocker spaniels, for com-
parison's sake, range in weight from 26 to 34 
pounds. 

Although the body can vary in color, a coyote is 
generally yellowish gray with a whitish throat and 
belly. A dark band runs along the back 'to its black-
tipped tail. 

The shape of the tail is one of the ways to differ-
entiate a dog from a coyote. A typical dog has a 

brush-shaped tail of, more or less, con-
stant width. A coyote, on the other hand, 

has a bottle-shaped tail that is narrow at 
the butt end and flares out to maximum 
width just before the tip, 

Also, with the exception of the 
i northern breeds (i.e. malamute, husky, 

samoyed), most dogs have floppy ears while 
coyotes have upright ones. 

Before European settlement, the 
coyote was a rarity in the Great Lakes region. 
It preferred wooded edges, brushy areas, and 
prairies to an unbroken forested landscape. 

Starting with farms and logging and, now, sub-
urban housing developments, we have been 

busy creating ideal coyote digs and, it is no 
surprise, they've moved in. 

/,e./ 	 So, on occasion, you might spot a 
coyote close to your house. For example, if 

you feed birds, coyotes are attracted to the 
mice that feed on spilled bird seed. In fact, a 

study of the food habits of 770 coyotes in Missouri 
showed that rabbits, rodents, other wild mammals, 
and carrion composed over 75% of their diet. 

Here at the Stillman Nature Center, such useful 
predators are welcome. Rabbits and meadow mice 
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can damage seedlings and saplings. Whether its coy-
otes or fox, hawks or owls, all predators are welcome 
to dine on bunnies. Because so many animals eat 
them, some naturalists refer to rabbits as nature's 
popcorn. Don't worry about the rabbits, though. 
They breed like, well, you know. 

If you're a gardener, you probably 
have cursed a rabbit or woodchuck 
for prematurely harvesting the 
efforts of your labor. Guess what 
one of the most effective prod- 
ucts is for minimizing such losses? 
Coyote urine. It seems to me, you can get the stuff 
one of two ways: 1) Buy it from garden centers such 
as the Natural Garden in St. Charles._ 2) Home 
delivery. I'll be the first to admit that the latter ser-
vice could be a hit or-miss proposition but, hey, it's 
free! 

Another reason I enjoy coyotes, is that they add 
an element of wildness to our otherwise mundane 
lives. A couple of years ago; I was leading a winter 
owl hike here at Stillman. Not surprisingly, when 
guiding 30 people through frozen leaves and 
crunchy snow, all the owls had headed for 
Wisconsin. 

At our last stop, we listened and a chorus a coy-
ote yips and howls greeted us. It was a marvelous 
experience. When an audience isn't here, of course, 
the coyotes still howl, often in response to fire 
sirens. At these times, my pet husky usually joins in. 
A good time is had by all. 

I won't deny that coyotes might occasionally take 
a wayward, small-sized pet, particularly if it's out at 
night.. On the other hand, the opposite is also true. 
Studies have shown free-roaming cats and dog's kill, 
millions of federally protected songbirds every year. 
One could argue that turnabout is fair play. 

Be that as it may, I have a proposal. Let's be. 
responsible pet owners. Let's keep an eye on our 
pets or keep them indoors, on a leash, or in a ken-
nel. We are responsible for both our pets' actions 
and their fate. 

Perhaps poet Joel Peters put it best: 

Death may come by tooth or claw, 
Come by thirst or by starvation, 
Come by wind or rain or snow, 
By disease, or conflagration-- 
Risks enough, by Nature's law, 
Worse, by man's manipulation. 

PROGRAMS 

Program Basics: TO MAKE RESERVATIONS for pro-
grams (except for bird banding open houses), PLEASE 
CALL OR FAX US AT 428-OWLS(6957), OR 
EMAIL STILLMAN AT: stillnc@flash.net . Remember 
to include your name, phone number, and the number 
of people that will be attending. 

If less than 5 - 10 people (varying with the activity) 
have called two days prior -to a program, the program 
could well be cancelled. So, don't forget to call the 
nature center in advance._If you discover that you are 
unable to attend, please call to cancel your reservations. 
This courtesy will be greatly appreciated. 

PRAIRIE RAMBLE 
Our volunteers, under the leadership of 
Dania Sapp, having been working hard to 
get prairie plants growing in Stillman's 
"south forty." They've been quite suc-
cessful' and this is your chance to join 
Dania on a tour of this colorful site. 

Date: Sunday, Sept. 9 
Time: 1:00PM 
Fee: None 

SUNDAY MORNING BIRD WALK 
Mark Spreyer will lead a morning bird walk. Binoculars 
and field guides are a must. If you don't have any, don't 
worry, Stillman does. If it's raining, the activity will be 
cancelled. 

Date: Sunday, Sept. 23 
Time: 8:00AM 
Fee: None 
Age: 10 years and up 

BIRD BANDING OPEN HOUSE 
Watch Mark Spreyer (a licensed bird bander) measure, 
-weigh and record data about our resident and migratory 
birds. Catching birds is not always predictable, so come 
prepared to hike the trails. If it's raining, the activity 
will be cancelled. 

Date: Sunday, Oct. 7 
Time: 9:00AM to Noon 
Fee: None 



TREE I.D. OR THIS BUD'S FOR YOU! 

As the leaves turn color, join Stillman's naturalist as he 
shows you how. to identify some of our Midwestern 
trees. Easy to remember tips and simple hand-outs will 
inspire you to open your own "branch office:" Come 
prepared,to be out in the weather. 

Date: Sunday, Oct. 14 
Time: 2:00PM 
Fee: None 

TWILIGHT WILDLIFE HIKE 

If you have ever wanted to investigate and interpret 
wildlife signs, take a night hike or sharpen your senses' 
fo the sights, sounds and smells of the 
outdoors, then this evening is for 
you! The activities you will do 
come from the U.S. Fish & 
Wildlife Service's "Watching 
Wildlife" program and we are 
delighted to have Cyndi Duda, 
from the Barrington Fish Si. 
Wildlife office, on hand to lead 
us from daylight into , darkness. 

Casual clothes and good hiking shoes or 
boots are required. If you have to leave early, that's 
O.K. Call 428-OWLS to make reservations. 

Date: Saturday, Nov. 3 
Time: 4:00 to 6:00PM 
Age:  ,  6 years and up 
Fee: None 

WINTER HOURS 
BEGIN IN NOVEMBER 

In September and October, Stillman will be open 
Sundays from 9 AM to 4 PM. Starting in November, 
Stillman will be open Sundays from 11 AM to 4 PM. 

Please note that the Stillman Nature Center is also avail-
able, by reservation, during the week to school classes. 
For a brochure that describes the programs and fees, just 
call or email us at stillnc@flash.net  and we'll be happy 
to send you one.. 

BACKYARD BIRD FEEDERS 

Stillman volunteer Jim Kaltsas invites you to 
try your hand at making bird feeders out of 
common materials. There's no better way to 

,  add color to your winter yard than by 
attracting birds to your own feeder. Call 
428-OWLS to make reservations. Please, 
no scout groups. 

Date: Sunday, Nov. 4 
Time: 2:00PM 
Fee: None 

In His Own Words by Roy Schodtler 

Editor's note: The surprise honoree at our June outdoor 
annual meeting was board member Roy Schodtler, who has 
retired downstate. Rather than describe his efforts on 
Stillman's behalf, I thought it more appropriate to borrow a 
portion (which appears below) from his letter of resignation. 

I have experienced Stillman as a "tourist," 
teacher, education committee member, boaid member,  , 
and volunteer laborer: All of which have left me with 
rewarding and fond memories. From my first visits, I 
have always said that there is something "magical" 
about this little jewel of nature. I have been particularly 
proud to see Stillman Nature Center develop over the 
last few years, and feel part of that development. 

A small group of people-with vision and an unwill-
ingness to settle for the status quo has made big things 
happen here. These things have been good for 	' 

Stillman's image, but more importantly, they have been 
good for the people that come here to learn and enjoy. I 
hope this growth continues for a long time to come. 
Stillman Nature Center has been blessed with the 
involvement of selfless and generous people I wish you 
arid it well. 

We wish you well too, Roy. By the way, we miss you 
around here. 

I have hope ... that we will stop smothering the 
genius of children. What gives them a chance to 
blossom? Being outdoors. You don't get much feeling 
for history, for the Earth, when you spend twelve 
years in a concrete box trying to get educated. Under 
those conditions, what you become educated about , 

are concrete boxes. 
--David Brower 
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ALEXANDER STILLMAN NATURE CENTER 
BOARD MEMBERS 

Susan Allman, President • Jim Kaltsas, Vice President • John Albanese, Treasurer 
Jennifer Rose, Secretary • Eva Combs, Legal Advisor • William Brough • Joy Sweet 

Linda Breuer • Barbara Day • Roger Laegeler • Mary Bates • George Sawicki 

BOARD MEMBER EMERITUS: 
Frank Spreyer 

Mark Spreyer, Director & Newsletter Editor 
Jill Kohler, Newsletter Illustrator 

If you aren't already a member, please consider joining us. 
r 	  

❑ Yes, I'd like to . become a member of the Stillman Nature Center. I enclose my tax deductible contribution of $ 	 

❑ I'd like to help as a volunteer with programs or land management at the Stillman Nature Center, please call me. 

❑ Please send a gift membership from 	 to the name and address listed below. 

Name 	  

Address 

Telephone 	  

Student 	  $10.00 
Member 	 25.00 
Supporting Member 	50.00 
Contributing Member 	 100.0( 
Sustaining Member 	500.00 
Partner 	  1000.00 

Please mail with your check to: 
ALEXANDER STILLMAN NATURE CENTER, 33 West Penny Road, South Barrington, IL 60010 
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