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FROGS OF PREY 

-- Mark Spreyer 

headed our way. Sure enough he came on shore and all 
the students were very excited to see the little guy. I told 
the kids that it would be best if "junior" joined his siblings 
back in the lake. 

s  So, I picked him up and headed east around the build-
ing to our other dock. Here, I ran into the other half of the 
school group which was about to trade activities with my 

group. I explained the situ-
ation, released the wayward 
duckling in sight of its nest-
mates and the children, then 
headed back to finish up with 
the first pond study class. 

Frogzilla 
A couple of minutes later, the 
second group arrived 
and did they have a predatory 
story to tell. Shortly after I 
left the dumb duckling to find 
his mates, a large bullfrog 
found "junior." The frog came 
from under the duckling and 
swallowed it from behind. 

As one of the adult chaperones explained it to Me, the last 
thing that was seen was the head of the peeping duckling 
being pulled under by frogzilla. 

As you might imagine, this graphic demonstration of the 
food chain had an impact on the audience. Here's a sampling 
from the students' thank you letters: 

That little chick was cool until it got eaten. 

The funniest part of all and sad at the same 
time is [sic] when the bull frog ate the baby 
duckling... 
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Traditionally, the phrase-birds of prey refer to birds, such 
as hawks and eagles, that seize their food with their talons. 
However, these are not the only predatory birds. Whether 
it's a robin slurping down a worm or a kingfisher diving on 
a fish, there are many birds that feed on other animals. 

Let's stop right here. Do you feel sorry for the worm or 
the fish? Probably not. Now, let's turn the table. Instead 
of a warm-blooded, feathery 
bird eating a cold-blooded 
fish or worm, what if a cold- 

ooded creature eats a warm-
olooded, baby bird? Well, it 
happened here at the nature 
center in front of a group of 
fourth-graders. 

Setting the Stage 
Late last May, fourth grad-
ers from Dundee Highlands 
School were on their first field 
trip to Stillman. As is our cus-
tom, we divided the group in 
two. Half start with a walk and 
then do pond study while the 
other half starts at the pond and then walks through 
the woods. 

As I was bringing the first group to the pond, a pair of 
startled wood ducks took off leaving their newly hatched 
chicks behind. Almost all of the ducklings headed east but 
one dumb duck hung around. I thought for sure once the 
kids got started with the nets, this wayward duck would 
catch up with the other ducklings, 

No such luck. As the fourth graders reached into the 
water with long-handled dip nets, the wood duckling 



I sure hope the violence that happened 
doesn't happen anymore. 

I really enjoyed everything. I learned about the food 
chain (even though you didn't plan to teach us that). 

Actually, I did. For obvious reasons, though, I'm more 
likely to talk about plant-eating ducks and bug-eating birds 
then puppy-eating alligators and bird-eating frogs. Hey, 
there's a reason that Hollywood has had such success scar-
ing us with aquatic, cold-blooded predators (i.e. Anaconda, 
Jaws 1 - 27, etc.). 

As you can tell, this incident gave me a chance to revisit 
the food chain. Specifically, as Thomas Tyning wrote in 
his guide to amphibians and reptiles, "Don't be shocked if 
you see a bullfrog going after `unfroglike' meals. They are 
known to eat mice, small turtles, fish, snakes, birds, and 
other frogs...." 

I was also reminded that nature shows no favorites, 
warm-blooded or cold-blooded, and has no mercy. Whether 
you're at the top, at the bottom, or in the middle-- we 
are all just links in the food chain. As John Burroughs 
wrote,"Nature is not benevolent; Nature is just, gives pound 
for pound, measure for measure, makes no exceptions, 
never tempers her decrees with mercy, or winks at any 
infringement of her laws." 

PROGRAMS 

Program Basics: PLEASE CALL OR FAX US AT 428- 
OWLS(6957), OR EMAIL STILLMAN AT: stiHnc@flash. 
net  TO MAKE RESERVATIONS for programs. Retnember 
to include your name, phone number, and the number of 
people that will be attending. 

If less than 5 - 10 people (varying with the activity) have 
called two days prior to a program, the program could 

well be cancelled. So, don't forget to call the nature center 
in advance. If you discover that you are unable to attend, 
please call to cancel your reservations. This courtesy will 
be greatly appreciated. 

BIRD BANDING OPEN HOUSES 
Watch Mark Spreyer (a licensed bird 
bander) measure, weigh and 
record data about our 
resident and migra-
tory birds. Catching 
birds is not always 
predictable, so come 
prepared to hike the 
trails. If it's raining, 
the activity will 
be cancelled. 

Date: Sundays, Sept. 4 & Oct. 2 
Time: 9:00AM to Noon 
Fee: None 

SUNDAY MORNING BIRD WALK 
Mark Spreyer will lead a morning bird walk. Binoculars 
and field guides are a must. If you don't have ally, don't 
worry, Stillman does. If it's raining, the activity will 
be cancelled. 

Date: Sunday, Sept. 11 
Time: 8:00AM 
Fee: None 
Age: 10 years and up 

THE BIG SIT! 
With the help of Prairie Woods Audubon, we're happy to 
host the "Lazy Birder's" field trip. No walking is required. 
We will sit by the lake and let the birds come to us. Good 
chance we'll go for food afterward! Please RSVP to us at: 
(847) 428- OWLS (6957). 

Date: Saturday, Oct. 8 
Time: 3:00PM until sunset 
Age: 10 years and up 
Fee: None 

TREE I.D. OR THIS BUD'S FOR YOU! 
As the leaves turn color, join Stillman's naturalist as he 
shows you how to identify some of our Midwestern trees. 
Easy to remember tips and simple hand-outs will inspire 
you to open your own "branch office." Come prepared to 
be out in the weather. 

Date: Sunday, Oct. 9 
Time: 2:00PM 
Fee: None 



TWILIGHT WILDLIFE HIKE 
The ghosts and goblins are gone but there are other things 
that go bump in the night or, should we say, bump in the 
'wilight. Join us as we explore the nature center from day-
light into darkness. Who knows, an owl, coyote or raccoon 
might join us. 

Casual clothes and good hiking shoes are required. Call 
(847) 428-OWLS to make reservations. 

Date: Saturday, Nov. 5 
Time: 5:00 to 6:00PM 
Age: 8 years and up 
Fee: None 

SEASONAL SCIENCE - FALL 
A Class for Educators 
1 Hour Graduate Credit 
Course Description 

This course will provide participants with the opportunity 
to experience a variety of science activities which explore 
autumn. Topics include: prairie plant identification, tree 
identification, seed distribution, owls and other birds, plus 
seasonal environmental changes. The activities presented 
will be appropriate to a variety of grade levels and will 
emphasize content background, concept development, and 
process skills. 

Triday evening activities will be conducted in both the 
classroom and on the grounds at the District 54 Nature 
Center in Schaumburg  .  Much of Saturday will be spent in 
the field at the Stillman Nature Center and will take place 
rain or shine. 

Days 	Dates 	Times 
Friday 	10/7 	4:00 - *4:00 PM 
Saturday 	10/8 	8:30 AM - 5:00 PM 

Instructors: Susan Allman, 4th grade teacher, 
Fox School; Mark Spreyer, Director, Stillman 
Nature Center 

Fees: $35.00 materials fee which includes meals (dinner, 
breakfast, lunch). $75.00, 1 hr. graduate credit from Aurora 
University. 

Materials: To be provided. Outdoor 
dress required. 
Min/Max: 10 Minimum/20 Maximum 

WINTER HOURS BEGIN IN NOVEMBER 
In September and October, Stillman will be open Sundays 
from 9 AM to 4 PM. Starting in November, Stillman will 
be open Sundays from 11 AM to 4 PM. 

Please note that the Stillman Nature Center is also avail-
able, by reservation, during the week to school classes. For 
more information just call or email us at stillnc@flash.net . 

SPECIAL VOLUNTEERS AND MEMBERS 
EVENT 

glIX54-z 
As the risk of editorializing, A recentyears it has been 

popular for groups to make a big fuss over signing partner- 
ship agreements with other grOups: Stipp 	Prairie 
Woods don't have time for such„silli" s. We 	oo busy 
getting things done. 

Back to the Picnic On Sunday:we'llP de the main 
course and beverages. We'd tdbling along a side 
dish. ALL of Stillman's and Prairie Woods' members, vol-
unteers and their families are invited. Feel free to come any 
time between 4:00 and 7:00PM. but please do call (847) 
428-OWLS to let us know if you plan to attend and what 
kind of dish you'll be bringing.  . 

Date: Sunday, Sept. 18 
Time: 4:00 - 7:00PM 

Bird Seed Sale 
Speaking of Prairie Woods, they're putting on their annual 
sale which includes sunflower, safflower, and thistle seeds 
plus no-waste, finch, and woodpecker mixes. Heck, you 
can even buy a wren house. Generally orders have to be in 
by the second week of October. Seed can be picked up on 
October 29 and 30 at Lattof Chevrolet. For more informa-
tion or an order form go to: www.prairiewoodsaudubon.org  
or call (847) 622-5321. 

We are hosting our eighth annual outdoor meeting. 
This year we are tipping our hats to The Prairie WOods 
Audubon Society. 

When Alexander Stillman 	 andthe  
Prairie Woods was one of our 	organiz 

In the intervening 21 years, there is little Prai 
not done for Stillman. Our firs President, A 
came from the ranks of Prair oods. Curren there 
four of us who attend both the rail* Woody Stil 
Board meetings. 

Prairie Woods members help with prairie 
school classes, and host events here at Stil 
"The Big Sit!" above). 

This year we worked together qstaff ft 
events that proved to be extremelybeneficial 



2I3dVd 431DAD321,NO 4331NI21d 

 

gio•muemos-AtAtAt 
lau•trumpuos :uetua 

SlMOla (LW) 
01009 11 `u°23uPIEEI 

peou Auuad lsam 

)131,N3 	311111.VN 

 

N V TAI 11IIS 

  

Z11 111^1113d 
01009 11 `1■10.1.9N11111W1 

CI1dd 
39VISOd sn 

0/10 1.11011dNOIN1 

 

0047 - 00:6 skepuns uadO 

 

STILLMAN NATURE CENTER 
BOARD MEMBERS 

Susan Allman, President • Jim Kaltsas, Vice President • Mike Levin, Treasurer 
Rita Mueller, Secretary • Eva Combs, Legal Advisor • William Brough • Joy Sweet • Bill Mueller 

Roger Laegeler • Carroll Jackman • George Sawicki • John Albanese 

BOARD MEMBER EMERITUS: 
Frank Spreyer 

Mark Spreyer, Director & Newsletter Editor 
Jill Kohler, Newsletter Illustrator 

If you aren't already a member, please consider joining us. 

❑ Yes, I'd like to become a member of the Stillman Nature Center. I enclose my tax deductible contribution of. $ 	 

❑ I'd like to help as a volunteer with programs or land management at the Stillman Nature Center, please call me. 

❑ Please send a gift membership from 	 to the name and address listed below. 1 
1 
I  Name 	Student/Senior 	  $10.00 
I 	 Member 	  25.00 

Address 	  1 	 Supporting Member 	 50.00 
i 	 Contributing Member 	 100.00 

Sustaining MeMber 	 500.00 
Telephone 	 Partner 	  1000.00 

Please mail with your check to: 

STILLMAN NATURE CENTER, 33 West Penny Road, South Barrington, IL 60010-9578 


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4

