
Digital Scrapbooking 

What is a Digital Scrapbook? 

 Digital Scrapbooking is a way to creatively share media (pictures and photographs) with 

friends, family, and the world at large.  

 Scrapblogs are a form of digital scrapbooking. They’re free, attractive, and easy to use.  

 In this class, we’ll create a Scrapblog page that can be easily shared with your friends 

and family. 

How do I get started? 

 Go to www.scrapblog.com. 

 The main page showcases Scrapblogs that other users have created. These are located 

in the middle of the page on the left side. Feel free to use the arrows to browse through 

these Scrapblogs. They should help give you ideas for what you would like to accomplish 

in your own Scrapblog.  

 To get started, click the peach button at the top right of the screen that says Create a 

Scrapblog.  

 A page will appear with two options. The first allows you to start your Scrapblog with a 

theme. The second allows to you create your blog starting from a blank page. Click on 

the second option, Start with a Blank Page.  

 

How do I create my Scrapblog page? 

 After you select the blank page, you’ll be looking at an empty page with a number of 

options surrounding it. All your work will be done in this space.  

 Let’s start with pictures. Look for the Pictures tab, located right under the Scrapblog 

logo in the top left corner. Under Photos there is a button that says Get Photos. Click it.  

 The page that appears gives a number of options for picture retrieval. For example, if 

you’d like to add pictures to your Scrapblog from Flickr, click on the Flickr tab (the third 

one.) When you click the tab, a message will appear informing you that you need to 

authorize Scrapblog to access your account. Click Authorize. You’ll be asked to sign into 

Flickr, and then you may close the window. All the pictures currently associated with 

your Flickr account should now appear. To add a photo to your possible selections, just 

click it. The image will fade to gray showing that it has been added to your photo 

options on Scrapblog. 

 You may wish to upload images from your computer. You can do this under the 

Scrapblog tab. Just click on Upload Pictures. A directory of your computer will appear. 

http://www.scrapblog.com/


When you’ve found the pertinent picture, double click it to add it to your upload queue. 

When you’re finished, click Start Upload. The images will appear in your list of available 

photos. 

 Now that you have your photos uploaded, you can add them to your Scrapblog page. 

Using your mouse, grab and drag several of your favorite images into the white space. 

Now that the pictures are in the working pane, you can drag them around, change the 

size (use the arrows in the corners of the pictures to do this), or change the angle. To 

change the angle of the image, look for the line going through the picture. It connects to 

a circle on top. When you move the mouse over the top of the circle, you will see an 

arrow icon that allows you to adjust the angle. Just pull the mouse in the direction that 

you want the photograph to angle.  

 If you choose, you may crop your pictures. Just click on the picture you would like to 

work with and click Crop, located in the menu on the right side of the page. From here, 

you will be able to change the shape of the picture, custom crop, or erase elements of 

the image. Click Done when you are finished, and you will return to your main Scrapblog 

page.  

 

How do I add a background? 

 You may choose a premade background or create one.  

 To choose a premade background, look for the Backgrounds tab. It is located under the 

Stickers tab. Open the tab by clicking on it. You will see a button that says Get 

Backgrounds. Clicking it will bring up a page with many backgrounds that can be 

browsed or searched. Click on any that interest you and they’ll be saved to your 

background options. If you are looking for something specific, use the search box 

located in the top right corner. When you’re finished, close the box by clicking on the 

Done button at the bottom of the page. 

 To create your own background, use the Stickers tab. It is located right above the tab 

you used to find backgrounds. In this screen, you can search for elements of the look 

you would like to create. For example, if you would like to create a field at night for your 

background, search for terms like grass, stars, and trees. Click on those you like, and 

they’ll be added to your sticker options. Click Done when you’re finished. 

 To create the background, drag the elements to your page. For example, you can create 

a starry sky by dragging the star stickers onto your page. Use the corner arrows to adjust 

the size so that it spans the width of the sky. Adding each element is a matter of 

dragging and resizing using the corner arrows. 



 Now that you have the elements in place, add a background color. On the right side of 

the screen, there is a square icon that says Background Color. Clicking the icon will bring 

up a variety of colors for you to choose from. Drag the circle pointer across the colors 

until you find one you like. Under the Background Color icon, there is another that says 

Gradient. By clicking the box, you will be able to choose from a drop down menu that 

gives you options for the shading of the background.  

How do I add text? 

 Look for the tab labeled Text and Balloons located under the Backgrounds tab. The top 

option is for stand alone text. The rest are for text balloons.  

 To add text, drag the top option onto your Scrapblog page.  Type in text such as the 

name of the page.  

 Change the text size and font using the menu on the right side of the screen. The 

options displayed are very similar to Microsoft Word.  

 Change the color of the text by using the icon located directly underneath the font box. 

The icon is nearly identical to the one used to change the background color.  

 Repeat the process to add text balloons, using the other options in the Text and 

Balloons tab.  

 

How do I finish my Scrapblog? 

 There are lots of extra touches that can be added to your page to make it unique. 

Perhaps you want to add images to the corners of your pictures. You can do that by 

clicking on Stickers again and searching for butterflies, flowers, or whatever you think 

fits your theme. 

 You may wish to add interesting shapes to your page. You can do this by clicking on the 

Shapes tab and pulling over the images you would like to use.  

 Many frames are available for the pictures inside your page. Just click on Frames, then 

Get Frames for a wide selection. Select those you would like to choose from by clicking 

on them as you did for all the other elements of the Scrapblog.  

 

What else can I do? 

 You can create a set of pages if you would like to have an album. Running across the 

bottom of the page is a menu for new pages and effects. When you are done with your 

first page, just click New, located at the bottom left corner of the menu. Using this same 



menu, you can create transitions, reorder your pages, add music, and make a number of 

other changes to create a cohesive album.  

 If you like what you’ve made, and decide you’d like to save it to send to friends or edit 

later, click Save, located in the top left hand side of the page next to the Scrapblog logo. 

The page that appears will help you set up a free account with Scrapblog. Fill out the 

form (making sure you write down your username and password!) and click Next Step. 

Next you will name your Scrapblog page. Create a name and click Save. Finally, you may 

choose to publish your work or keep it private. Choose either No Thanks or Publish 

Now. That’s it! 

 If you have any other questions about your pictures or Scrapblogging, please feel free to 

contact the librarians in Adult Services. You can email us at 

adultref@barringtonarealibrary.org, or call us at (847) 382-1300.   
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